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COMMUNIST USE AND ABUSE OF U.S. PASSPORTS 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1958 
U.S. Senate, 


SupcomMMItTree To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Security Act AND OTHER 
INTERNAL Security LAws OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11:10 a.m., in the caucus 
room, Senate Office Building, Senator Olin D. Johnston, presiding. 

Present: Senators Johnston and John L. McClellan. 

Also present: J. G. Sourwine, chief counsel; Benjamin Mandel, 
director of research. 

Senator JoHnston. The committee will come to order. 

The first witness will be Mr. O’Connor. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ? 

Mr. O’Connor. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF RODERIC L. O'CONNOR, ADMINISTRATOR, BUREAU 


OF SECURITY AND CONSULAR AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE 


Mr. Sourwrne. Mr. O’Connor, would you give your full name 
please, your address, and your official position ? 

Mr. O’Connor. My name is Roderic O’Connor. My address is 3213 
P Street NW., and my official position is Administrator of the Bureau 
of Security and Consular Affairs in the Department of State. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do the passport activities of the Department of 
State come under your jurisdiction ? 

Mr. O’Connor. They do, sir. The Passport Office is one of the 
offices under my overall charge. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. O’Connor, you recently made a speech in which 
you reported that at that time nearly 600 known Communists had ap- 
plied for passports, is that correct ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes, sir; that is substantially correct. I think I 
should point out that the phrase “known Communists” is a somewhat 
liberal interpretation of precisely what I said, and I think it is 
important that we understand, when we use these figures, just what 
I mean. What I mean is that the cases which number 600 would be 
persons who, if our previous regulations were still in effect, which, 
as you know, they are not, would be persons who would have come 
within the screening procedures of our regulations. That is, there is 
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material in their records which we have in our files indicating some 
Communist activities and some Communist affiliations. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you say in your speech, Mr. O’Connor, “Your 
Government is today powerless to deny passports to known Commu- 
nists who are going abroad for the purpose of assisting and supporting 
the international Communist conspiracy” ? 

Mr. O'Connor. Yes, sir. 


Mr. Sourwtne. Do you have with you the text of that speech, Mr. 
O’Connor? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask that the text of 
that speech be carried in the record in full at this point. 

Senator Jounston. That will be furnished—you have it to furnish 
for the record ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes, sir, I have it here. 


Senator Jounston. That will become a part of the record and be 
exhibit A. 


(The press release of Mr. O’Connor’s speech follows :) 
[Department of State press release No. 675] 


SPEECH oF Ropgeric L. O’ConNOoR, ADMINISTRATOR, BUREAU OF SECURITY AND COoN- 
SULAR AFFAIRS, BEFORE LEGISLATIVE, NATIONAL SECURITY, CIVIL DEFENSE AND 
AMERICANISM COMMITTEES OF VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, WASHINGTON, D.C., 
NOVEMBER 8, 1958 


I am very glad to have this opportuity to appear before your group to discuss 
with you some of our passport problems. I think those problems will be of 
particular interest to your members, all of whom have a record—a record which 
I am proud to say I share—of having fought abroad to defend our country against 
foreign aggressors. I know too that your members are not only vigilant against 
armed aggressors, but are equally alert to resist indirect aggression in all its 
forms. 

In our view, control over the issuance of passports has been an important part 
of our defenses against indirect Communist aggression. Under the law today, 
that part of our defenses against Communist subversion no longer exists. Your 
Government is today powerless to deny passports to known Communists who 
are going abroad for the purpose of assisting and supporting the international 
Communist conspiracy. This dangerous situation exists because in June of 
this year the Supreme Court said that the State Department did not have 
adequate authority without specific legislation to deny passports to Communists 
or Communist supporters. 

As a result of that decision, the State Department has received as of early 
this week 596 applications for passports from persons who have records of 
activity in support of the international Communist movement. Before the 
Supreme Court’s decision many of those persons had been refused passports or 
had abandoned their applications when asked to identify themselves as Com- 
munists. Since the decision, these persons have moved promptly to take advan- 
tage of the breach in our defenses. They are getting their passports while the 
getting is good. 

We believe that this is a dangerous situation and one which needs to be cured 
promptly. It can be cured by legislation giving to the State Department authority 
to deny passports to Communist supporters. The Department sought to obtain 
such legislation in the last session of Congress. Aithough the House passed a 
bill, the Senate failed to act. With your help and active support, we hope to 
obtain such legislation in the next Congress. 

In your consideration of this matter, some historical background may be 
helpful. As early as 1856, Congress passed a statute giving the Secretary of 
State sole authority to issue or deny passports. In a subsequent series of 
statutes, this authority has been confirmed and expanded upon. The Secretary 
of State has historically exercised his authority to deny passports in two ways. 
The Secretary has either restricted all persons from traveling to certain coun- 
tries or has restricted certain persons from traveling to all countries. 
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In the former case, the Secretary has placed in all passports restrictions on 
travel to certain countries and areas. Usually this has been because the restricted 
countries were at war with the United States or were involved in armed hostili- 
ties or were the scene of civil strife. Under these circumstances it was con- 
sidered unsafe for Americans to travel in Ethiopia in 1935, in Spain in 1986, in 
China in 1937, and in Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Israel in 1956. Sometimes 
restrictions have been placed in the passport as a result of natural disasters— 
earthquakes, floods, famine or pestilence. This was true in Belgium during the 
famine in 1915. Sometimes such restrictions have been imposed in peacetime 
uS a measure short of war to induce the release of American citizens, such as 
William Oatis in Czechoslovakia and Robert Vogeler in Hungary. 

In some cases countries have been restricted because the United States does 
not have diplomatic relations with them and therefore cannot undertake to give 
its citizens adequate protection. It was for this reason that passports were 
restricted for use in Bulgaria in 1950, when we broke off diplomatic relations 
after the Communists had come to power. This is also the basic reason why 
passports have been restricted since 1952 for travel to Communist China. Most 
recently, the District Court of the District of Columbia has upheld the Govern- 
ment’s authority to restrict passports on these grounds in the case of William 
Worthy, a correspondent who traveled to Communist China in defiance of the 
Department’s ban established in 1952. This case is now on appeal to the Circuit 
Court of Appeals. It will, in all probability, go on appeal to the Supreme 
Court. 

The other type of passport restriction exercised by the Department has been 
on the issuance of passports to certain individuals. Traditionally, passports 
have been denied to individuals on the grounds that they were going abroad to 
engage in illegal activities or were under legal restraints in this country. Also, 
traditionally, passports have been denied to individuals on the grounds that their 
activities abroad would be prejudicial to the foreign relations of the United 
States. 

Finally, and in more recent years, passports have been denied by the Secretary 
of State to persons who were members of the Communist Party or supporters 
of the international Communist movement. As early as 1920, within 3 years 
after the Russian Revolution, the Department of State was denying passports 
to known Bolsheviks. The State Department continued to deny passports to 
Bolsheviks or, as they are known today, Communists, until 1931 when the policy 
was reversed. However, 20 years later the Department returned to a firm 
policy of denying passports to all Communists. This was after 10 members of 
the Communist Party had been convicted under the Smith Act and the Com- 
munists were supporting the enemy position in the Korean war. This position 
was embodied in regulations published in 1952 by then Secretary of State 
Acheson. Those regulations have been the basis of the Department’s authority 
to deny passports to Communists ever since. 

The issuance of Acheson’s regulations signaled the start of a concerted effort 
by American Communists to have them invalidated. There is evidence that the 
breakdown of travel controls has been one of the principal goals of the American 
Communist Party. Communist applicants for passports turned promptly to the 
courts and raised the cry of a newly discovered “right to travel.” Their efforts 
culminated in the Supreme Court decisions of June 16, 1958. In cases involving 
the applications of the well known illustrator, Rockwell Kent, and a psychiatrist 
by the name of Walter Briehl, the Supreme Court declared that the Department 
of State had no legislative authority to deny passports on the grounds that the 
applicant was a member of the Communist Party or a supporter of the Commu- 
nist movement. From that point on the Department was out of business as far 
as Communist travel was concerned. 

During the 6 years that the State Department operated under the Acheson regu- 
lations, passports were tentatively or finally denied to over 300 persons whose rec- 
ords indicated that they were supporters of the Communist movement, however the 
effectiveness of those regulations went far beyond the number of actual denials. 
The very existence of the regulations had a deterrent effect upon the Communist 
supporters. Communist Party supporters knew that our regulations called for 
an affidavit requiring the applicant to set out the details of his affiliation with 
the Communist Party. Rather than swear to such facts or be faced with the 
possibility of perjury if the application was falsified, a great many supporters 
of the Communist movement simply did not choose to apply for passports during 
the years 1952 to 1958. Once, however, the Department’s authority to exercise 
such restraints was found wanting by the Court, large numbers of Communist 
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supporters promptly applied for passports. As I noted earlier, since the Supreme 
Court decision, 596 persons who have a record of Communist affiliations, have 
applied for passports to travel abroad. 

In our view, the unrestricted travel of these 596 persons abroad represents 
a real danger to the security of the United States. Although the State Depart- 
ment promptly abided by the decision of the Supreme Court, there is a respectable 
body of informed opinion that does not agree with the philosophy of that decision. 
The majority opinion summarized the philosophy behind the decision by saying 
that a passport applicant need not state under oath whether or not he is a Com- 
munist because that question deals “with beliefs, with associations, with ideologi- 
cal matters.” The Court went on to say that Kent and Briehl were not criminals 
but were being denied their freedom of movement solely because they refused to 
answer questions as to their beliefs and associations. 

This view seems to some unrealistic because it fails to take into account all of 
the facts of the situation. The Communist Party and its supporters are an 
activist organization engaged in a worldwide conspiracy which seeks in every 
way to undermine and weaken the U.S. Government. I believe that our Gov- 
ernment has a clear obligation to defend itself against that conspiracy. In 
doing so, scrupulous regard must, of course, be given to the richts of the individual 
and to the traditions of civil liberty. However, the courts should give equal 
weight to a realistic analysis of the danger that the Communist conspiracy 
presents to the American people. 

After the Supreme Court decision, the administration promptly submitted legis- 
lation to the Congress. In an effort to meet the objections raised by the Supreme 
Court, the legislation proposed by the administration provided authority for 
the denial of passports to those persons whose records over the last 10 years 
showed activities in the Communist movement rather than mere beliefs or asso- 
ciations. The administration recommended that Congress make certain findings 
of fact to show that Congress viewed the Communist Party as more than an 
organization reflecting political associations and beliefs. The proposed legisla- 
tion also provided that a record of active support of the Communist Party justified 
a conclusion that an applicant was in fact going abroad to further the interests 
of the Communist Party. After a number of hearings the House passed a short- 
ened version of the bill on the next to the last day of the session. Unfortunately 
it proved to be impossible to obtain any action in the Senate before Congress 
adjourned. 

Much of the credit for the passage of the bill in the House must go to Con- 
gressman Vorys, of Ohio, and Congressman Selden, of Alabama. These two men 
were most persistent and effective in their efforts to bring the bill out of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee and get it adopted on the floor. But among 
some of their colleagues I repeatedly heard doubts expressed as to the need for 
such legislation. Through several days of hearings I was frequently asked the 
questions: “Why was it dangerous for American Communists to travel abroad? 
Why can they do more harm abroad than they can do here? Why, if the mails 
and the diplomatic pouch are open to these people, is it so important that they 
be prevented from actually traveling abroad in person?” 

These are good questions and I should like to give you gentlemen the answers 
as I see them. 

To answer these questions requires an understanding of what the Communist 
conspiracy is and how it operates. I do not need to explain to this group the 
aims of the Communists or their political objectives. I should say, however, 
that the dependence of the Communists on direct armed aggression has, in recent 
years, lessened. The emphasis today is on indirect aggression. That type of 
aggression places a much heavier reliance than heretofore on subversion and 
espionage and on all forms of political agitation and political propaganda. 

The principal instrument of the Soviet Communists for carrying out these 
tactics of subversion and political agitation abroad is, of course, the apparatus 
of the international Communist conspiracy. This international apparatus exists 
in almost every part of the world and is directed and supported from Moscow. 
It is a vast and complex organization, partly overt and partly covert. Much 
of its activity is public and can be seen in a variety of forms in every capital 
of the world. Perhaps even a more important part of this activity is hidden 
from view and relies on secret communication and correspondence, on covert 
financing, and on hidden means of resupply. In such a worldwide organization 
there must be hundreds and thousands, indeed probably millions, of persons in 
all the countries of the world who have their valued place in the party machinery. 
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A fair share of these persons are here in the United States. Let me tell you 
about some of the worst cases who have recently applied for passports, 

One of our recent applicants was born in Czechoslovakia and is now a natural- 
ized American citizen. It was his job to furnish his contacts in Czechoslovakia 
with the names of active anti-Communists in the United States whose relatives 
were living back in Czechoslovakia. What the Czech Government probably did 
to those relatives would not be hard to imagine. 

Another client of our Passport Office was thought by the Canadian Govern- 
ment to be so dangerous to the public security that the Canadians refused him 
entry to that country to attend a Communist rally featuring the famous “Red” 
Dean of Canterbury. Yet your Government is powerless to deny him a passport. 

Perhaps one of the hardest cases for us to stomach—and I am sure this group 
of veterans will agree with me—is that of William Lorenzo Patterson. Mr. Pat- 
terson boasts that he isa Communist. He is the general manager of the weekly 
Communist newspaper the Worker. In 1950, when he was visiting his fellow 
Communists in Hungary and Czechoslovakia, he gave press interviews in which 
he accused this Government of being a government of criminals and cannibals. 
He accused us of using germ warfare in Korea. He repeatedly advocated the 
overthrow of the U.S. Government. He made a speech in New York City in 1952 
in which he is reported to have urged his listeners to write to American soldiers 
in combat in Korea and to incite them to go over to the other side. Patterson 
now wants a passport to go to Europe and to the Soviet Union on “business and 
pleasure.” It is not difficult to imagine what Mr. Patterson’s business and 
pleasure will be. For the United States it will be dirty business. Yet Mr. Pat- 
terson travels with our official blessing and protection. 

Another case involves a Communist labor leader who went to England some 
years ago during a strike at the port of London and had to be expelled by the 
British Government because of his activities as a Communist agent in blocking 
settlement of the strike. We have now been obliged to give him a passport— 
a passport which asks the British authorities to let the bearer pass “safely and 
freely.” 

You all recall the name Julius Rosenberg, convicted of espionage for the 
Soviets and executed. The man who recruited Julius Rosenberg into the Com- 
munist Party in 1939 has applied for and received a passport since the Supreme 
Court’s decision. Still a party member, his job has been to recruit chemists 
and other scientists into Communist-dominated organizations. 

There is the case of Victor Perlo, who has been identified in sworn testimony as 
a Communist who passed documents from the sensitive wartime Office of Stra- 
tegic Services to a courier for the Communist apparatus. His application is now 
under consideration. 

We have had to give passports to such ardent Communist supporters as Hugh 
Hardyman and Anita and Henry Willcox, all of whom attended a Commie “Peace 
Conference” in 1952 at Peking, in Red China, in evasion of passport restrictions. 
All of them made statements accusing the United States of using germ warfare 
in the Korean conflict. 

Finally, there are the more notorious cases of Earl Browder and Anna Louise 
Strong. Browder, one-time head of the Communist Party in this country, who 
had previously been convicted of misusing his passport promptly applied again 
in order to renew his international travels. Anna Louise Strong, upon receiving 
a passport this year, promptly visited her friends in the Soviet Union and, 
despite the passport restriction against travel to Communist China, went from 
there to Peking where she is still visiting and talking. 

These are but a few examples on our list. The list now numbers 596. These 
people are from every profession and every walk of life. Legally, I cannot show 
that they are all members of the Communist Party. I cannot prove in a court 
of law that all, or even a large portion of them, are espionage agents or even 
trained subversives. However, as a group, they share one thing in common. 
Most of them are disciplined and obedient to the policies and directives of 
international communism. Many of them perform the most humble tasks of 
party organization. We are convinced that the effective functioning of the 
international party machinery depends to a very great degree on the freedom 
of many of these persons to travel. 

One does not have to be a student of Communist Party organization to realize 
the truth of what I have said. To illustrate this truth each one of you needs 
only to think of the organization for which he works. Everyone in business 
today travels almost constantly. You all know that personal contact is an in- 
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valuable way of doing business. You all know that the telephone and the mails 
are not an adequate substitute for personal contacts in carrying on your own 
business. If this is true of normal business operations, how much more true 
is it of the enormously complex operation of the international Communist con- 
spiracy. Imagine, if you can, carrying on a worldwide business where virtually 
all of your communication must be kept secret. Imagine, if you will, carrying 
on a worldwide operation, the very essence of which is espionage, subversion, 
and sabotage. The necessity of personal assessment, of personal recruitment, 
indeed of all forms of personal contact, will be obvious to you at once. In an 
organization of this sort, to hamper the movements of any members of the 
organization is a crippling blow and puts the operations of the organization 
under a most heavy handicap. 

I think once these facts are understood, the reasons for our insistence on the 
urgent need for legislation to control the issuance of passports to Communists 
become much clearer. We do not say for a minute that we can prevent all com- 
munication between Communist supporters in this country and their counter- 
parts abroad by not issuing passports. That would be ridiculous. We do not 
say that we can stop Moscow direction of the Communist Party in this country. 
We do say that we can very seriously hinder the effective operation of the 
Communist Party both here and abroad by making it difficult for the supporters 
of that party to depart from the United States. 

It is this same reasoning that lay behind the enactment of the visa provisions 
of the Walter-McCarran Act. Those provisions effectively prevent foreign citi- 
zens who are supporters of the Communist Party from traveling to this country. 
If those laws were enacted for sound reasons, and I am convinced that they were, 
surely it is equally sound to pass laws which prevent Communist supporters in 
America from traveling abroad. No one of these restrictive measures will of 
itself destroy the international Communist apparatus. Perhaps no single one 
of these measures will even seriously cripple that apparatus. But there is no 
doubt in my mind that the cumulative effect of all such measures does most 
seriously weaken the effectiveness of the efforts of the international Communist 
movement. 

From what I have already said, I hope you gentlemen will feel as I do about 
these 596 passport applicants. They are soldiers in the cold war—but they are 
the soldiers of the enemy. They are just as clearly the enemy as were the troops 
abroad that shot at you and mein World WarII. They are going abroad under 
instructions to render service to the Communist conspiracy. 

In a hot war they call this giving comfort and support to the enemy. But 
under the law today, your Government is forced to extend to these travelers the 
protection, the convenience, and the dignity of a U.S. passport. Your Govern- 
ment today must not only allow them to leave the country on their infamous 
tasks, but must expedite their travel abroad. This situation would be ludicrous 
if it were not so dangerous. It cries out for solution, and with your help the 
solution should be within reach. The administration will again next year request 
legislation from Congress to allow us to close this gap in our defenses. With 
the support of each of you and other like-minded citizens I would hope that 
our request will receive prompt action. Until such legislation is passed your 
Government remains helpless to prevent American Communists from traveling 
abroad to conspire against our national interest, and in some cases even against 
our national security. I am confident that we can count on you to help us 
remedy this dangerous situation. 


Mr. Sourwine. Mr. O’Connor, has the number of applicants in this 
category increased since you gave the speech ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes. I made that speech now about 5 weeks ago. 
The number now of applicants that came within the category de- 
scribed is 702 as of last Friday. 

Mr. Sourwinr. What does that make the rate of applications? 
What is it averaging? 

Mr. O’Connor. It averages between 20 and 25 a week. 

Mr. Sourwine. The committee, of course, is interested in the in- 
ternal security aspects of this problem. Can you give the committee 
the names of these 702 persons who have applied for passports and 
who in the opinion of the Department are going abroad for the pur- 
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pose of assisting and supporting the international Communist 
conspiracy ? 

Mr. O’Connor. We don’t have those names with us, sir. We would 
be happy to supply the committee with them, and we would, of course, 
wish to attach our own precise description of what such a list would 
represent. 

Mr. Sourwine. May I ask, Mr. Chairman, that the committee re- 
quest that these names be furnished with such categorical descriptions 
and that they be ordered in the record at this point? 

Senator Jounston. Mr. O’Connor, I order you to turn over to the 
committee for its use the names and any information dealing with 
that that is permissible. 

Mr. O’Connor. I would be happy to do that, Senator. 

(A subsequent exchange of letters between Mr. O’Connor and 
Chairman Eastland follows :) 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
ADMINISTRATOR, BuREAU OF SECURITY AND CONSULAR AFFAIRS, 
Washington, December 15, 1958. 
Hon. JAMES O. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Internal Security, Committee on the Judiciary, 
U.S. Senate. 


Dear SENATOR EASTLAND: As you know, I appeared before an open hearing of 
your subcommittee on December 15 in connection with my overall responsibilities 
in the administration of the State Department’s passport program. During the 
course of the hearing, I testified as of Friday, December 12, that the State Depart- 
ment had received 702 applications for passports from persons as to whom the 
State Department had some evidence of activities in support of the international 
Communist movement. More specifically, as I outlined at the hearing, these 
702 applications contain information which would have led the State Department 
to screen these applications under our so-called Communist regulations (sec. 
51.135 C.F.R.). As you know, it was these regulations which were, in effect, 
declared invalid in the Supreme Court decision in the Kent and Briehl cases. 

During the discussion before the subcommittee of these 702 applications, I was 
asked if I would be willing to submit the names for the public record. At the 
time I replied that I would be so willing. However, in looking further into the 
matter, I have come to the conclusion that the State Department would not 
he justified in making public this list of names. My reason for arriving at this 
decision is simply that I fear that in publishing any such list of names, regardless 
of how careful we may be in defining why the names are included on the list, 
we may be unfairly blackening the reputations of some private citizens by impli- 
eation. This I am certain that neither your subcommittee nor the State Depart. 
ment wishes to do. Moreover, to disclose publicly the names of all 702 persons 
about whom the State Department has evidence of Communist activities would, 
we fear, give too clear an indication as to the reach of the internal security 
operations of our Government. 

[ think that in discussing this list of applicants, I have repeatedly made it 
quite clear that no effort has been made by the Department to investigate or to 
adjudicate the validity of allegations which may appear in our records with refer- 
ence to any particular applicant. Since the Supreme Court decision has deprived 
us of the authority to deny passports on the grounds of Communist activity, 
such processing of an application would be fruitless. Subsequent investigation 
and adjudication might find some of those allegations groundless or not sufficiently 
pertinent in degree or in kind to justify a denial. Were we to have proceeded 
with the processing of the 702 applications under our earlier regulations, a num- 
ber of the applicants might ultimately have been issued passports. In view of 
these circumstances, I think that in allowing the full list of names to be published, 
wé might be doing an injustice to certain of the applicants listed, no matter how 
carefully we might explain the basis on which the list was compiled. 

During the course of the hearings, I have already submitted to the committee 
the names and a summary record of the activities of 30 applicants among the 
702. These records we were prepared to make public because in every case 
information as to activities of these applicants in support of the Communist 
movement had been a matter of public record and information. 
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In the light of all these considerations, I must respectfully decline to supply 
the list for the subcommittee’s open record. However, I am prepared to supply 
the list for the subcommittee’s confidential use and to cooperate in any other 
appropriate way with the work of the subcommittee. I would like to request 
that this letter be made a part of the record of the subcommittee’s hearings. 

Sincerely yours, 
Roperic L. O’Connor. 


DECEMBER 16, 1958. 





Mr. Roperic L. O’ConNnor, 
Administrator, Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs, 
Department of State, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. O’Connor: Your position as outlined in your letter of December 15 
is one which I fully understand, and I sympathize particularly with your desire 
to avoid doing injustice to any individual. 

Submission of the list of 702 names of passport applicants, referred to in your 
testimony, on a confidential basis for the committee’s use will be all that is 
required, especially in view of the fact that this is the way you have agreed to 
submit the summary records on those applicants whose records cannot be 
cleared for public release. 

Your letter will be made a part of the hearing record, as you requested. 

I want to thank you for your appearance before the committee and for your 
very fine and frank statement of the problems and difficuities involved in the 
present passport situation. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES O. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee. 


Mr. Sourwine. Can you give us, Mr. O’Connor, the summaries of 
security information respecting these individuals on the basis of which 
the Department has acted or will act ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes. I have with me here summaries of about 30 
such cases, which we have picked out as being perhaps the most inter- 
esting, which I would be happy at this stage to submit to the com- 
mittee. It has taken us a good deal of time and trouble to put these 
summaries together in a form which could be cleared for public use 
by the appropriate agencies. I could undertake to supply some more 
such summaries if the committee wished them, but it would be quite a 
considerable piece of work. I would hesitate to undertake to supply 
summaries of all of these cases. It would be quite a monumental piece 
of work. But I can attempt to accommodate the committee’s wishes 
in that respect as they put them to me. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, Mr. O’Connor, the Department necessarily 
had to summarize each of these cases in connection with action on the 
case, isn’t that right ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes, sir. But my point is that much of the informa- 
tion in the summaries is classified, and to undertake to get it cleared 
involves a very considerable problem. Now, I have 30 here that we 
have undertaken to have cleared. Or, of course, I could supply some, 
presumably, on a classified basis. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, may we have the 30 that you have with you? 

Mr. O'Connor. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sovrwrine. I ask, Mr. Chairman, that those be ordered in the 
record at this time. 


_ Senator Jounsron. I order that you put those in the record at this 
time, the 30. 
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(The list supplied by Mr. O’Connor follows :)* 


ABRAHAM JOSHUA BICK 


Bick was a member of the Communist Party at least as early in 1947 and has 
been active in a number of Communist fronts including the American Peace 
Crusade, the International Workers Order, the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com- 
mittee, and others. 

He attended the Second (in Warsaw) and Third (in Vienna) World Peace 
Congresses in 1950 and 1952, and in 1952 was reported to be a staff writer for 
the Morning Freheit, a Communist Yiddish daily. 

He was issued a passport on September 5, 1958. 


ELANORE LEvi PINE Boris 


Mrs. Boris is alleged to have been a member of the Communist Party at least 
in 1952 and 1953. During this period she was employed for a time by the National 
Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg case and appeared in a play spon- 
sored by the Civil Rights Congress. 

In 1955 she attended the Warsaw Youth Festival and thereafter traveled to the 
Soviet Union. Her travel in both Poland and the U.S.S.R. was in violation of 
the restrictions contained in her passport. 

On September 16, 1958, after she had submitted a sworn statement that she 
would not again violate the restrictions in any passport issued to her, the Amer- 
ican Embassy in Paris, France, was authorized to issue Mrs. Boris a passport. 


Dr. WALTER BRIEHL 


Dr. Walter Briehl was alleged to have been'a member of the Communist Party 
at least in 1945, Party meetings were stated to have been held in his business 
office in 1950. 

It was also alleged that between 1936 and 1951 Dr. Briehl contributed articles 
to the Communist publication Social Work Today, was a sponsor to raise funds 
for the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, contributed to the Civil Rights 
Congress bail fund, was a member of the Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Profes- 
sions Council, and was a contact of the Los Angeles Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born. 

Dr. Briehl was issued a passport on June 25, 1958. 


EARL BrRowDeEr 


Browder applied for a passport in February 1958. In his application he 
admitted membership in the Communist Party from January 1921 to February 
1946. During this entire period he was a member of the hierarchy of the party 
and from 1930 to 1945 was titular head of the Communist Party, U.S.A. In May 
1945 he was deposed as chief executive of the Communist Party because of 
“revisionism” but did not quit the party until 1946. 

While he was affiliated with the Communist Party, U.S.A., Browder was also 
very active in the international Communist movement. 

At the time he applied for a passport Browder was under indictment for viola- 
tion of section 1015(a) of title 18, United States Code, and was free on bail. 

He was issued a passport on October 3, 1958, valid from November 1, 1958 to 
February 1, 1959, based upon an order of the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York, enlarging his bail limits to permit him to travel 
to Europe for this period. 

STEFAN CEROVSKY 


Although not shown to be a member of the Communist Party Cerovsky has, 
until recently, been reported to have evinced strong Communist and pro-Russian 
feelings. In this connection he has been a member and active in the International 
Workers Order, the American Slay Congress and an afliliate of the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, all of which have been characterized 
as Communist fronts. 

He has been a subscriber and contributor to Ludovy Dennik and its successor 
Ludove Noviny, Slovak newspapers which have been cited as publications to 


The list as printed reflects amendments resulting from consultation between the sub- 
committee and the Department of State. 
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“spread the Communist word to Slovak readers with material secured from the 
Daily Worker * * *.” 

Cerovsky is reported to have furnished information to a Czechoslovakian offi- 
cial regarding persons in the United States who opposed communism, particu- 
larly those who still had relatives in Czechoslovakia. 

He was issued a passport on October 7, 1958. 


WALTER IRVING CRONAN 


Walter Cronan was a member of the Communist Party, at least from 1945 to 
1947. An engineer by profession, in the field of electronics, he has had business 
dealings with foreign nationals who were suspected espionage agents. 

On August 28, 1958, passport was issued to Cronan. 


WELDON Bruce DAYTON 


Weldon Bruce Dayton was active in the Science for Victory Committee while 
at the University of California during 1948-44, serving as chairman of the 
organization during much of that period. The committee was organized 
by Communist Party officials as a front for propaganda and espionage activi- 
ties. Dayton maintained a close relationship with Communist Party members 
and especially with Alfred Sarant who, with his wife, resided in Dayton’s 
home for a period of 8 months in 1947-48. Sarant was involved in the espionage 
apparatus of Julius Rosenberg, the executed spy. During 1949 and 1950, on 
more than one occasion, Dayton was present in the apartment building at 65 
Morton Street, New York, N.Y., in which Sarant was lessee of apartment 6-I. 
It is indicated that this apartment was used by Julius Rosenberg and other 
members of his spy ring for the microfilming of classified U.S. Government docu- 
ments which were ultimately transferred to a foreign power. 

Passport facilities were denied Dayton under section 51.135(c) of the passport 
regulations, providing that a passport, except one limited for direct and imme- 
diate return to the United States, should not be issued to a person, as to whom 
there was reason to believe, was going abroad to engage in activities which would 
advance the Communist movement and because the issuance of a passport to 
Dayton would have been contrary to the national interest. 

The Supreme Court of the United States voided section 51.135 of the passport 
regulations (including specifically sec. 51.135(¢c)) in the Kent-Briehl decision 
June 16, 1958. On the same date, by reason of the decision in the Kent-Briehl] 
matter, the Supreme Court reversed the decision denying a passport to Dayton. 

Accordingly, on June 24, 1958, a passport was issued to Dayton. 


Pui.re §. Foner 


The information of record shows that subject has been a member of and active 
in the Communist Party over an extended period of time, dating back to 1938; 
also that he has been a functionary of the Communist Party. During this time 
he has been utilized as a speaker, lecturer, and writer for the Communist move- 
ment. 

When testifying before a congressional committee in 1956 he declined to answer 
questions relating to present and past membership in the Communist Party, 
invoking the fifth amendment. 

Subject was one of the founders of the Jefferson School of Social Science, a 
member of its board of trustees, and a longtime teacher there. 

He is the holder of a passport issued to him in September 1958. 


DorotHy Ray FRIEDMAN 


Friedman was a member of the Communist Party and the Communist Political 
Association in 1944 and of the Communist Party from 1952 through 1955, at 
least. She signed Communist Party nominating petitions in 1942 and 1943. 
She has also served as a Communist Party functionary at county and State levels. 

She is reported to have visited Guatemala in early 1954 and while there obtained 
information to be used for the Communist Party, U.S.A. 

She is the holder of a passport issued in August 1958. 
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Louis GOLDBLATT 


Louis Goldblatt was a member of the Communist Party from 1933 to 1949, at 
least. On July 30, 1957, before your committee, he testified under oath that he 
was not a member of the Communist Party. It will be recalled, however, that 
at that time he refused, on constitutional grounds, to answer questions relating 
to his activities in the past as a Communist or as a member of the Communist 
Party. He was a member of the State of California Committee of the Communist 
Party. He has participated in the activities of many Communist Party front 
groups, for example, the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, 
California Labor School, Civil Rights Congress, Committee for a Democratic Far 
Eastern Policy, Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, San Francisco Workers 
School, and the Young Communist League. 

For the past 15 years, Goldblatt has been the secretary-treasurer of the Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union. This union was expelled 
from the Congress of Industrial Organizations in 1950 because the policies of the 
union were constantly directed toward the achievement of the program and pur- 
poses of the Communist Party. Goldblatt furthered the aims of the World Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions, cited by your committee as Communist-dominated. In 
July 1949, he was detained (and later expelled) in England on charges that he 
was sent to England as a Communist agent to block settlement of a month-old 
strike which had paralyzed the port of London. He has had conversations in 
Mexico with Vicente Lombardo Toledano, the Marxist labor leader of that 
country. 

On September 17, 1958, passport was issued to Goldblatt. 


LEONORE Kantor Hatmow1tTz 


Haimowitz was a member of the Communist Party as early as 1940 and in 
November 1954 stated she was a member of the Communist Party. She was re 
ported to have been active in collecting funds for the Communist Party and, at 
least during part of this overall period, to have spent much of her time dis- 
tributing Communist literature and booklets. In 1954 and 1955 she is reported to 
have traveled outside the United States on behalf of the Communist Party. 

In 1948 she helped organize the Progressive Party in New Jersey and is reported 
to have been a sustainer of the Labor Youth League in the past. 

On September 10, 1958, Haimowitz was issued a passport. 


MAURICE HALPERIN 


The information of record reflects that Maurice Halperin was a member of 
and active in the Communist Party from a date earlier than 1942. He was 
identified by Elizabeth T. Bentley in testimony and in her book, Out of Bondage, 
as a member of a Washington espionage ring from 1942 to 1944. 

In testimony before a congressional committee in 1953 Mr. Halperin denied 
committing espionage, but refused to answer specific questions related to the 
issue. He also declined to answer questions concerning present and past 
membership in the Communist Party, invoking the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Halperin has resided in Mexico since 1953. An article in a Mexico City 
newspaper on September 2, 1957, reflected that he had facilitated the flight from 
Mexico of Alfred K. Stern and Martha Dodd Stern, who were charged with 
espionage, by arranging passage for them to Prague under the name of the 
“Escamilla family.” 

Mr. Halperin is the holder of a passport issued to him in September 1958. 
Promptly after receiving his passport, he is reported to have joined the Sterns 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia. 


GrorRGE Hueu M. M. HarpyMAN 


George Hardyman is not reported to be a member of the Communist Party, 
but since about 1949 has been active in Communist fronts, including the Southern 
California Peace Crusade, the Civil Rights Congress, the California Labor 
School, the Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council, the American 
Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born, and others. 

In 1952 Hardyman traveled to Communist China, the Soviet Union, Poland, 
and Czechoslovakia in violation of the restrictions in his passport. While in 
China he was a delegate to the so-called Peiping Peace Conference, after which 
he condemned the United States for engaging in germ warfare. Since that time 
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he is reported to have delivered many lectures based on the bacteriological war 
crimes which he alleges were committed by the United States Government during 
the Korean war. 

Hardyman has been tentatively denied a passport based upon his travel in 
violation of the restrictions in the last passport issued to him. 


ARTHUR Davip KAHN 


Information of record reflects that subject was a member of and active in 
the Communist Party over an extended period of time, dating back to 1948. 
During this period he spoke before various Communist Party groups throughout 
the country. ; 

It was reported that he was very active, on a nationwide basis, in the affairs 
of the American Peace Crusade and in 1951 organized the Veterans for Peace 
in connection with his American Peace Crusade activities. He is the author of 
“Betrayal,” dealing with our occupation of Germany. 

He is the holder of a passport issued in August 1958. 


ELIzABETH B. MILLARD 


Elizabeth B. Millard has been a member and active in the Communist Party 
over an extended period of time dating back to 1939. During this period she 
has served as a Communist Party functionary at a local level. 

Since 1944 she has been affiliated with a number of Communist fronts, includ- 
ing the Civil Rights Congress and the Jefferson School of Social Science; was 
an assistant editor of New Masses, a Communist periodical; and, has attended 
a number of Communist sponsored international conferences on both sides of the 
Iron Curtain. 

A passport was issued to Miss Millard on November 4, 1958. 


RICHARDSON ARDEN MorForp 


Since 1946 Richardson Arden Morford has been the executive director of the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. Steadfastly refusing to sub- 
mit the financial records of this organization or to divulge the sources of con- 
tributions received, he was found guilty of contempt of Congress, fined $250, 
and served 3 months in jail, being released on November 28, 1950, from Federal 
Detention Headquarters, New York, N.Y. He has also participated in the activi- 
ties of other well-known Communist fronts, for example, Civil Rights Congress, 
Jefferson School of Social Science, and American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born. 

Morford was a sponsor of the American Continental Congress for Peace held 
in Mexico City, Mexico, in 1949. This gathering was similar to others held in 
Poland, France, and New York as part of worldwide Communist-inspired peace 
propaganda. 

On September 4, 1958, passport was issued to Morford. 


Frep PAUL MULLER 


Muller has been a member of the Communist Party, at least since 1955. In 
1956 he traveled abroad and is suspected of having performed “international 
work” on behalf of the Communist Party. 

On August 29, 1958, passport was issued to Muller. 


Paut Novick 


Novick has been a member and active in the Communist Party, U.S.A., over 
an extended period of time dating back to 1923. He has served as a functionary 
of the party on a national level and in connection with certain of its ethnic 
organizations. 

He has been affiliated with a number of Communist fronts including the Jew- 
ish People’s Fraternal Order and the Yiddisher Kultur Farband. Since 1923 
he has been on the editorial staff of the Morning Freiheit, a Communist Yiddish 
daily, and has been its editor since 1931. In his book, Masters of Deceit, J. Edgar 
Hoover characterized Novick as “a Communist propagandist.” 

In 1955 and 1957 in appearances before congressional committees Novick in- 
voked the first and fifth amendments when he was questioned regarding mem- 
bership in the Communist Party. 

He was issued a passport on August 21, 1958. 
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STANLEY Nowak 


The information of record reflects that subject was a member of and active 
in the Communist Party at least as early as 1937. In 1952, when appearing be- 
fore a congressional committee, subject declined on constitutional grounds to state 
whether he was then or had ever been a member of the Communist Party. Also, 
he declined to answer questions concerning any organization appearing on the 
Attorney General’s list. 

Subject was vice chairman of the Civil Rights Congress and was president of 
the Michigan Chapter of the American Slav Congress. After having served as a 
member of its staff, subject in 1958 became editor in chief of Glos Ludowy, a 
Polish-English language newspaper published in Detroit, stated to have been 
under the direction and control of the Communist Party. 

Subject’s proposed trip to Poland, for which he requested a passport in July 
1958, was being sponsored by Glos Ludowy. A passport was issued in Septem- 
ber 1958. 

WILLIAM LORENZO PATTERSON 


William Lorenzo Patterson has been a member of the Communist Party for 
the past 25 years, at least. From 1948 until its dissolution in 1956, he was the 
national executive secretary of the Civil Rights Congress. Since the early part 
of this year he has been the general manager of the Worker, the Communist Party 
newspaper, presently published weekly in New York. He is a member of the New 
York State Communist Party Committee and has been a member of the national 
committee of the Communist Party. Although not a member, he frequently at- 
tends meetings of the national executive committee of the Communist Party. He 
has been associated with and active in the American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born, Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, Jefferson School of Social 
Science, National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, National Negro Con- 
gress and many other Communist dominated or front organizations too numerous 
to mention. 

During the period from 1927 to 1936, Patterson lived for a number of years in 
Russia. He traveled extensively in Europe in 1948, 1950, 1951, and 1952. In 
1948 he obtained a passport, stating in his application that as national executive 
secretary of the Civil Rights Congress, he desired to attend a conference in Lon- 
don, England, sponsored by the National Council for Civil Liberties. In Septem- 
ber 1956 he attended a meeting in Jamaica, British West Indies, of the executive 
committee of the People’s Freedom Movement, a Communist organization. He 
also met in Puerto Rico with members of Partido Comunista Puertoriqueno, the 
Communist Party of Puerto Rico. 

In 1954 Patterson served 90 days in the Federal Correctional Institution, Dan- 
bury, Conn., for contempt of court; he had refused to surrender to internal rey- 
enue agents detailed records of cash receipts supporting entries in the cash re- 
ceipts book of the Civil Rights Congress for the years 1950, 1951, and 1952. On 
many occasions, both in the United States and abroad, Patterson has made state- 
ments further evidencing his contempt for the Government of the United States, 
its institutions and its elected officials. 

On December 2, 1958, passport was issued to Patterson. 


VICTOR PERLO 


Victor Perlo was identified under oath as a member of the Communist Party in 
the early 1940’s. Since that time he has continued to be identified with the Com- 
munist Party and the Communist movement, particularly through his writings, 
speeches, and lectures at the Jefferson School of Social Science. 

Sworn testimony before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary re- 
flects that in the 1940’s, Perlo, while an employee of the United States Govern- 
ment, was overtly engaged in espionage activity on bebalf of the Soviets. Al- 
though afforded an opportunity Perlo has refused to deny or affirm his activities 
and associations in these respects. 

His application for a passport is pending at this time. 


MARCEL SCHERER 


Marcel Scherer, a charter member, is one of the oldest and most trusted mem- 
bers of the Communist Party. He was a member of the central committee of 
the Communist Party. He was the principal officer of the Federation of Archi- 
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tects, Engineers, Chemists, and Technicians from 1933 to 19438. From its very 
beginning this organization was not only under Stalinist leadership but its rank 
and file were chiefly Communist Party followers. Through Scherer, Julius 
Rosenberg, the executed spy, became a member of this organization. Scherer 
was one of the group which established a Communist Party cell in the Atomic 
Radiation Laboratory, Berkeley, Calif., at which time research on the atomic 
bomb was being performed. He was national secretary of the Friends of the 
Soviet Union, predecessor of the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. 

In Russia, Scherer attended Communist International meetings and convoca- 
tions of the Second and Third Communist Internationals, and is believed to 
have attended a Moscow school in which persons were trained to perform espio- 
nage and sabotage. He has visited Communist Party headquarters in Mexico 
City, Mexico. He also has been the Communist Party candidate for State and 
borough offices in New York. He was also most active in the World Peace Appeal 
(Stockholm Peace Petition) and related “peace” activities. 

Decision on the application for passport filed by Scherer, August 15, 195s, is 
pending. 

BENJAMIN STEINBERG 


The information of record reflects subject’s membership and activity in the 
Communist Party over an extended period of time dating back to 1950. 
He is the holder of a passport issued in September 1958. 


ANNA LOUISE STRONG 


On March 24, 1958, Miss Strong’s application for a passport was denied after 
she had availed herself of all the administrative procedures in the Department. 
The denial was based on findings made by the Secretary that she was a member 
of the Communist Party over an extended period of time dating back to the 
middle 1930’s: that she actively participated in the affairs of a number of Com- 
munist-oriented organizations and that her writings and speeches consistently 
served to propagate Communist principles and doctrines. 

Notwithstanding her arrest and expulsion from the Soviet in 1949, Miss Strong 
professed to others that she still considered herself as affiliated with the world 
Communist movement. She was exonerated by the Soviets in 1955 and since then 
has enjoyed a favorable press in Communist publications. 

A passport was issued to Miss Strong on June 25, 1958. Since that time she 
is reported to have traveled to Communist China. Such travel is in violation of 
a geographical restriction of general applicability. Her present whereabouts is 
unknown. 

HELEN MAXINE LEVI SIMON TRAVIS 


Helen Travis has been a very active Communist Party member since 1943, at 
least. She was a member of the State of Michigan Communist Party Committee. 
Kor many years, she has been an associate editor of the Michigan edition, the 
Worker, a Communist publication. She also has been quite active in numerous 
Communist-front groups, for example, Civil Rights Congress, American Com- 
mittee for Protection of Foreign Born, American Youth Congress, and various 
Communist organized and dominated peace groups. 

Through the years, Travis has been in contact with many highly placed Com- 
nunists. She also has had many contacts in Guatemala, Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, 
Germany, France, Italy, and England. In Mexico, she was a house guest of a 
person described as a top Venezuelan Communist. She has also had contacts 
with members of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico. 

Travis has been a substantial financial contributor to various Communist and 
Communist-front organizations. She also provided $10,000 bail for a person 
convicted and sentenced in Detroit, Mich., for violation of the Smith Act. 

On November 6, 1958, passport was issued to Travis. 


ROBERT CARROLL TRAVIS 


Robert Travis has been a very active member of the Communist Party since 
the mid-1930’s. He was a member of the Illinois-Indiana State Committee and 
the Michigan State Committee of the Communist Party. He was also active in 
the affairs of various front activities of the Communist Party, for example, Civil 
Rights Congress, American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, and 
Communist organized and dominated peace groups. He was very active in the 
affairs of the Progressive Party of Michigan and a candidate for offices of that 
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party. The Progressive Party of Michigan was organized and completely con- 
trolled by Communist Party functionaries. 

In 1947 he wrote articles datelined Turin, Italy, and Belgrade, Yugoslavia, for 
the Chicago Star, a weekly dominated and controlled by the Communist Party. 
The Chicago United Electrical News, in its edition of September 29, 1947, pub- 
lished an article by Travis bearing a Warsaw, Poland, dateline. He attended the 
Conference for Aid to the Spanish Republicans held in Mexico City, Mexico, in 
1943 ; and in 1953, for several weeks, he was the house guest in Mexico City of a 
person described as a top Venezuelan Communist. 

On November 6, 1958, passport was issued to him. 


EARL WEISBAUM 


Information of record reflects that subject was recruited into the Communist 
Party in 1954. 

It has been reported that he held an official position in the Labor Youth 
League during 1955 and that he attended numerous functions of this organization 
in 1955 and 1956. (The Labor Youth League was found by the Subversive Activ- 
ities Control Board to be a Communist-front organization and was ordered 
to register as such with the Attorney General.) 

In 1956 subject was subpenaed to appear before the California State Fact- 
finding Committee on Un-American Activities, at which time he denied member- 
ship in the Communist Party and invoked the fifth amendment in response to 
questions regarding membership in the Labor Youth League. 

A passport was issued to him in September 1958. 


May WERNICK 


Information of record reflects subject’s membership and activity in the Com- 
munist Party dating back to 1932. She is reported to have attended a Commu- 
nist Party functionaries class in 1943 and subsequently to have served as a Com- 
munist Party organizer. In 1946 she, allegedly, was expelled from the Com- 
munist Party because of factionalism. 

However, subsequent to her alleged expulsion it is reported that she was 
utilized by the Communist Party to carry material overseas. 

Subject has resided outside the United States since 1954. Passport facilities 
were authorized in September 1958. 


ANITA WILLCOx 


The passport case of Anita Willcox was pending before the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia when the Supreme Court handed down the decisions 
in the Kent and Briehl cases on June 16, 1958. She had been denied a passport 
under section 51.185 of the passport regulations. As a result of the Supreme 
Court’s decision she was issued a passport in July of 1958. 

Mrs. Willcox has been affiliated with the Communist movement since at least 
1936 when she registered with the Communist Party in Manhattan. She has 
been a member of or affiliated with the Connecticut Peace Council and the 
National Committee of the American Peace Crusade. 

In 1952 when United Nations forces in Korea were engaged in active conflict 
with the North Koreans and the Chinese “volunteer” army, Anita Willcox was 
a delegate to the Communist-dominated Asian and Pacific Peace Conference 
in Peiping. Mrs. Willcox at the conference joined in the condemnation of U.S. 
Armed Forces for the use of germ warfare and the commission of other atrocities 
in Korea. 

Upon her return to the United States Mrs. Willcox accompanied her husband 
on a lecture tour sponsored by the American Peace Crusade before various 
front organizations throughout the United States. 


HENRY WILLCOx 


The passport case involving Henry Willcox was pending in the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia when the Supreme Court decisions in the 
Kent and Briehl cases were handed down on June 16, 1958. He had been denied 
passport facilities under the provisions of section 51.135 of the passport regula- 
tions. As a result of the Supreme Court’s decisions, Henry Willcox was issued 
a passport in July of 1958. 
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Willcox has been affiliated with the Communist movement at least since 1936 
when he registered with the Communist Party in Manhattan. He was a mem- 
ber of or afiiliated with various Communist front organizations over the years 
including the National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions, the Civil 
Rights Congress, the National Committee To Defend W. E. B. DuBois and the 
American Peace Crusade. 

In 1952 while United Nations forces were engaged in active conflict in Korea 
with the North Koreans and the Chinese “volunteer” army, Willcox was a 
delegate to Communist-dominated Asian and Pacific Peace Conference in Peiping. 
Willcox announced at this conference that he had seen evidence of the use of 
germ warfare and the commission of other atrocities by U.S. Armed Forces in 
K ; 

Pabaieneet to his return to the United States Willcox toured the United 
States under the auspices of the American Peace Crusade lecturing on what he 
had seen in China before such organizations as the Progressive Party, the Cali- 
fornia Labor School and the Wisconsin Council for Peace. 

Mr. Sourwine. And with regard to the others, it is for the Chair 
to decide. Counsel would recommend that the Department be re- 
quested to supply all of them insofar as it is physically possible to do 
so. If it isa matter of time, the committee will, of course, allow time 
for the Department to complete that. 

Senator JoHNnston. It does seem to the presiding Senator at this 
time that it would be to the interests of our Gciveriiaiaint to know that. 
And I don’t see why you could not furnish all the names. 

Mr. O’Connor. Is it understood, sir, that this would be on some 
form of classified basis, or that you would wish us to undertake to 
try and get cleared for public use any such information as we bring up ? 

Mr. Sourwrne. I think it would simplify things, Mr. Chairman, 
if the Department were requested to submit these additional summaries 
for the committee’s executive record—if we could have the additional 
stipulation if there are any which, as they come along, can be cleared, 
they be so identified. 

Senator Jounston. And it might be well, also, when you submit it 
then, that we can take it up with you in the future if we want to 
make them known to the public. But I think certainly they should 
be turned over to the committee in executive session. 

Mr. O’Connor. I think we can undertake to do that, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Sourwine. The point is, Mr. O’Connor, the mere mention of a 
number, while it does show the magnitude of a situation, doesn’t really 
show what is involved. Whereas the summaries on these people give 
the picture. 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes. I recognize that. 

Senator Jonnsron. You understand the reason that we would keep 
them from the public would be that we wouldn’t want any person’s 
name to be dragged down and smeared without very good reason 
to do so. 

Mr. O’Connor. That is right, sir. And from our point of view, 
of course, in many cases this involves a question of sources, with 
which you are all familiar. So we are—this is not a matter entirely 
within our own control. 

Mr. Sourwine. I think there is, perhaps, one other point which 
would militate in favor of submission of these summaries, Mr. Chair- 
man, and that is that if the committee is not given the full basis on 
which the Department acted, then the state of the record would be 
such that the justification of the Department’s position wouldn’t fully 
appear. If it be submitted for the executive record, as has been sug- 








COMMUNIST USE AND ABUSE OF U.S. PASSPORTS 47 


gested, that would permit the full justification for the Department’s 
position to be a part of the record. 

Senator Jounston. That is true. 

Mr. Sourwine. That will be done, then, Mr. O’Connor ? 

Mr. O’Connor. We will undertake to do that, sir. 

Senator Jounston. Do you keep a record of people that make appli- 
cations for passports ? 

Mr. O’Connor. That make application ? 

Senator Jounston. Yes. 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jonnsron. Is that open tothe public? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, normally, we maintain our passport files on 
a confidential although not a classified basis, because we think that the 
information in them is of a personal nature, and we have not, on 
the whole, submitted them for public inspection. 

Now, in these cases, we have set aside the names of the persons that 
we, in our judgment, would have under our previous regulations been 
screened through. It doesn’t mean that they necessarily all would 
have had their passports denied, but they are the kinds of cases that, 
in our judgment, should be studied and gone into to see whether or 
not—or to have seen whether or not, under our old regulations, they 
should have been denied. And that is, roughly speaking, the category 
in which these 702 fall into. 

Mr. Sourwrtne. And under the existing situation, you are not in a 
position to screen these people ? 

Mr. O’Connor. That is right, sir. When you said these are cases 
in which the Department had acted—of course, the fact of the matter 
is that we have not acted, because we had no authority. We have 
looked at the cases, we have studied them, we have commiserated with 
ourselves. But we have not been in any position to do anything about 
them, other than to try and keep a recond. 

Mr. Sourwine. I spoke of action in the sense of having issued a 
passport. I presume in most of these cases the passports have been 
issued. 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes. Of the 702, we have issued 642 passports, and 
60 are now being processed. I think that is a normal lag. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. O’Connor, would you read just the names of 
the persons mentioned in the 30 summaries which you are offering for 
the record now, and then they can be handed up for the reporter. 

Mr. O’Connor. It starts with the name of Abraham Joshua Bick; 
No. 2, Elanore Levi Pine Boris; No. 3, Dr. Walter Briehl; No. 4, Ear! 
Browder; No. 5, Stefan Cerovsky 

Mr. Sourwine. May I interrupt to ask if the Browder passport has 
been issued ? 

Mr. O’Connor. It has. He was issued a passport on October 3, 
1958. 

Mr. Sourwine. The Department is aware, is it not, that Mr. Browder 
has in the past traveled on a fraudulent passport ? 

Mr. O’Connor. We are, sir. Also, the fact that Mr. Browder was 
under indictment at the time that he was issued a passport. However, 
the issuance of a passport was based upon an order of the District 
Court of the Southern District of New York, which enlarged his bail 
limits to permit him to travel for this period of time. 

Mr. Sourwine. Very good. Go ahead with the names. 
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Senator Jounston. The bail will just return him to the United 
States—that is all that does. It doesn’t protect our rights while he 
is in Russia, does it ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, the passport was issued 

Senator Jounston. I say the bail. 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes; that would bring him back. 

Senator Jounsron. Just bring him back—that is all that does. 

Mr. O’Connor. The passport was limited, in fact, to February 1, 
1959, so it was issued for a limited period in recognition of the fact, 
presumably, that he would have to come back. 

Case No. 6 is Walter Irving Cronan. I can’t answer for the correct 
pronunciation on all these names: 7, Weldon Bruce Dayton; 8, Philip 
S. Foner; 9, Dorothy Ray Friedman; 10, Louis Goldblatt ; 11, Leonore 
Kantor Haimowitz; 12, Maurice Halperin; 13, George Hugh M. M. 
Hardyman; 14, Arthur David Kahn; 15, Elizabeth B. Millard; 16, 
Richardson Arden Morford; 17, Fred Paul Muller; ; 18, Paul Novick; 
19, Stanley Nowak; 20, William Lorenzo Patterson ; 21, Victor Perlo; 
22, Marcel Scherer: 23, Benjamin Steinberg; 24, Anna Louise Strong: 
25, Helen Maxine Levi Simon Travis; 26, Robert Carroll Travis; 27, 
Earl Weisbaum; 28, May Wernick; 29, Anita Willcox: and 30, Henr Vv 
Willcox. 

And, as I say, Mr. Chairman, these are a sampling of the 702. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Mr. O’Connor, in your speech, to which we referred 
earlier, you said that one of the ‘applicants was a man who recruited 
Julius Rosenberg into the Communist Party. To whom were you 
referring ? 

Mr. O’Connor. I was referring to Marcel Scherer, who is No. 22. 

Mr. Sourwrtne. Has Mr. Scherer’s passport been issued ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Mr. Scherer’s passport has not yet been issued. It 
is still pending. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. O’Connor, isn’t it true that a passport is, in a 
sense, a certificate of good conduct ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes; I think that is a fair statement. 

Mr. Sourwrne. A passport asks for countries to accept and trust 
the holder on the faith of the Government of the United States. 

Mr. O’Connor. That isa fair statement. 

Mr. Sourwine. How can this Government make that request, vis-a- 
vis a foreign nation, with regard to a Communist ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, I confess that if this Government as repre- 
sented by ourselves does it, we do it with somewhat heavy heart. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Well, the fact must be, must it not, that if the 
Department is now required to issue passports to people of this class, 
the passport can no longer be said to partake of the good conduct 
certificate ? 

Mr. O'Connor. Well, I think the present situation certainly raises 
that problem, as to the integrity of the passport. 

Mr. Sourwine. The Department, of course, recognizes, as the courts 
have recognized ‘and as the C ongress has recognized, that the Com- 
munist world conspiracy embraces the C ommunist Parties of all 
nations—isn’t that right ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes, sir: there is no doubt about that. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Congress has made it clear, by statute, that travel 
within the United States of the members of the Communist Parties 
of other countries is a danger to the United States, isn’t that right? 
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Mr. O’Connor. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwrne. How can we say that the travel of members of oe: 
eign Communist Parties in the United States is bad and interdict i 
by statute, and then say that the travel of American C ees 
abroad is permissible, and we request foreign nations to permit that 
travel ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes; I have pointed that out a number of times. 
This is a two-way street, and at the moment, under immigration laws, 
you have one side of the street blocked. But under the. present cir- 
cumstances, with our passport laws, the outgoing side of the street is 
quite open. And I think it is important to recognize that our passport 
legislation is simply part of a parcel of legi sation, you might say, 
which in its total impact has some effectiveness. Each piece of jit 
has only limited effectiveness, admittedly. But if you start to break 
it down piece by piece, you just punch holes in it. And that is the sit- 
uation with which we are faced today. We have just got a hole in it— 
that is all. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is it true, Mr. O'Connor, that foreign governments 
accept United States passports readily because they have known that 
we screen our passport applicants carefully ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, I think, over a period of years, that has cer- 
tainly been borne out, and that the U.S. passport has had a very high 
degree of integrity. I think that is illustrated by the fact that a U.S 
citizen does not need a visa to travel in most of the countries of the 
world. And, of course, a visa is the implement by which a country 
undertakes to screen who is coming to their shores. If they don’t 
require a visa, it presumably means they have a fairly high opinion 
of the integrity of the passport. 

Mr. Sourwine. This ready acceptance of U.S. passports by foreign 
governments is what has made possible speedy tours by Americans, 
such as the 2-week schoolteachers tours, isn’t that right ? 

Mr. O'Connor. Well, I think that is certainly a factor; yes. The 
process of getting a visa slows one’s travel plans down. 

Mr. Sourwine. If American passports are for the foreseeable fu- 
ture to be no longer certificates of good conduct, that is, if the sereen- 
ing of passport applicants i is to be abandoned, is it reasonable to except 
that foreign nations will begin screening our passport holders for 
themselves, requiring visas and going through a screening procedure / 

Mr. O'Connor. Well, I am afraid as a State Department official J 
wouldn’t want to predict that absolutely. But I think that the course 
of events certainly raises that question. And I think I can say that it 
would not surprise me if there were some results along the lines that 
you indicate. 

Mr. Sourwine. If that happens, it will necessarily mean delay and 
harassment for American travelers abroad, would it not? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, as I have said, the business of getting a visa 
is a slowing-down process, and I think in some cases it might be 
regarded by the more irascible of our tourists as a harassment. 

‘Mr. Sourwrye. Are you familiar, Mr. O’Connor, with the so-called 
Litvinov Pact entered into between Maxim Litvinov and President 
Roosevelt under date of November 16, 1933 ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Ina very general way; yes. 
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Mr. Sourwing. Mr. Chairman, I should like to read into the record 
a paragraph from the letter of Maxim Litvinov which was a part of 
this pact. 

Senator Jonnston. Proceed. 

Mr. Sovurwine. This was the undertaking of the Soviet Govern- 
ment—and I quote: 


To refrain and to restrain all persons in Government service and all organ- 
izations of the Government or under its direct or indirect control, including the 
organizations in receipt of any financial assistance from it, from any act overt 
or covert liable in any way whatsoever to injure the tranquillity, prosperity, 
order, or security of the whole or any part of the United States, its Territories, 
or possessions, and in particular from any act tending to incite or encourage 
armed intervention or any agitation or propaganda having as an aim the viola- 
tion of the Territorial integrity of the United States, its Territories, or posses- 
sions, or the bringing about by force of a change in the political or social order 
of the whole or any part of the United States, its Territories, or possessions. 

Mr. O’Connor, in the Litvinov Pact the Soviet Government promises 
to stop all activity aimed at subverting the Government of the United 

States. Of course, this promise has never been kept. Isn’t it a fur- 
ther violation of this pact for the Soviet Union to receive in Moscow 
Americans clearly identified with subversive activities in the United 
States ¢ 

Mr. O’Connor. I would think it would be so described. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Can you tell us how many of these passport appli- 
eants that are included in this 702 that you have referred to have 
plans to go to Russia ? 

Mr. O’Connor. No; I cannot tell you that accurately. The fact 
of the matter is that persons in making their applications need only 
list a purpose for travel. In most cases, of course, they don’t list all 
purposes—whether it be these people or ordinary tourists. So it would 
only be more or less accidental that we would have on our application 
an indication that they were actually going to the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Sourwrne. In other words, if they get a passport designating 
the intention to travel anywhere, they can use that passport to go to 

Russia ? 

Mr. O’Connor. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Sourwtnr. Is it not true, Mr. O’Connor, that the Soviet Gov- 
ernment has consistently denied entry into the Soviet Union to Com- 
munists deported from the United States and has refused to agree in 
advance to accept such deportees? 

Mr. O’Connor. I am not familiar. Let me see if any of my people 
with me are familiar with that. I think, possibly, that is a matter 
that we could certainly get the facts on. Possibly it comes more 
within the Immigration Service’s jurisdiction than our own. 

Mr. Sourwtne. The committee has had testimony on that point. 
I thought, perhaps, you were familiar with it. 

Mr. O’Connor. It wouldn’t surprise me, but I would like to check 
into it, if I might, and supply the answer for the committee record. 

Senator Jounsron. We would be glad to have you supply it, and 
we will place it in the record at this point. 

Mr. O'Connor. Thank you, sir. 





| 
| 
| 
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(The information supplied by Mr. O’Connor on this point follows :) 


Soviet NONACCEPTANCE OF SOVIET NATIONALS DEPORTABLE F'ROM THE UNITED STATES 


While the deportation of ailens from the United States falls within the pri- 
mary jurisdiction of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, section 248(g) of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 
(8 U.S.C. 1253(g)) requires the Secretary of State, upon notification by the 
Attorney General that any country upon request denies or unduly delays ac- 
ceptance of the return of its nationals, to instruct consular officers in that 
country to discontinue the issuance of immigrant visas to nationals of such 
country until further notice. 


On April 21, 1953, the Attorney General notified the Secretary of State that 
he had invoked the above sanction against the Soviet Union. No notification 
of revocation of this action has since been received by the Department of State 
from the Attorney General. 

Mr. Sourwine. Assuming that the record supports that statement, 
that is that the Communists refuse entry to the Soviet Union to Com- 
munists deported from the United States, isn’t it humiliating for the 
United States to have to ask passport privileges for American Com- 
munists like Jerome and Novick and these people you mentioned ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, I find it to be so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Can you tell us whether denaturalization proceed- 
an pr erte) One ; ; ac 1 
ings are pending against W. J. Jerome and Paul Novick, the examples 
I mentioned ? 

Mr. O’Connor. I am afraid, again, I would have to check with the 
Justice Department on that, but I will so do and supply the answers, 
if I may, for the record. 

Senator Jounston. We will be glad to have it. 

(Information supplied by Mr. O’Connor on this point follows:) 


DENATURALIZATION PROCEEDING AGAINST VY. J. JEROME AND PAUL NoviIcK 


In confirmation of the chief counsel’s understanding, as expressed below, the 
Department of State has been informed orally by the Department of Justice that 
denaturalization proceedings instituted against Victor Jeremy Jerome and Paul 
Novick in the United Sates District Court for the Southern District of New York 
were dismissed without prejudice on June 25, 1958, on grounds of defective 


jurisdiction. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will state counsel’s understanding for the record. 
Such proceedings have been underway, and I think very recently 
were discontinued as the result of a court ruling. 

Wouldn’t it be humiliating, Mr. O’Connor, for the United States to 
have to give accreditation, through the issuance of passports, to per- 
sons against whom denaturalization proceedings had been instituted ? 

Mr. O'Connor. Yes, I think it would. 

Mr. Sourwine. And yet that is the position in which the Department 
finds itself today, that is, it must grant such passports ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, if the situation is as you describe it, I suppose 
that we would be under a court order that would, in effect, certify the 
man’s citizenship, and then presumably we have no recourse but to 
issue him a passport. I think that that is the situation indicated and 
reflected in our own records with respect to Nowak, as I remember. 
But, again, I would like to supply that specifically for the record. 


35457—59—pt. 24 
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(The information supplied by Mr. O’Connor on this point follows :) 


DENATURALIZATION PROCEEDINGS AGAINST STANLEY NOWAK 


According to the opinion of the Supreme Court in Nowak v. U.S. (356 U.S. 
660, May 26, 1958), Stanley (Stanislaw) Nowak, born in Poland, was naturalized 
in 1988 as an American citizen. In 1952, the U.S. Government instituted de- 
naturalization proceedings against him on grounds that he had fraudulently and 
illegally obtained citizenship by concealing his membership in the Communist 
Party. The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan set aside 
Nowak’s naturalization and the court of appeals affirmed. The Supreme Court 
reversed, holding that the question regarding membership on the preliminary 
naturalization form which Nowak filled out in 1937 was ambiguous and that, 
despite adequate proof that Nowak was a member of the Communist Party at 
the time of his naturalization, the Government had failed to prove by clear 
unequivocal and convincing evidence * that Nowak knew that the party advocated 
the violent overthrow of the Government. 

Nowak, therefore, retains his American citizenship acquired by naturalization 
and was issued a United States passport in September 1958. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Mr. O’Connor, in your judgment, can this passport 
situation be dealt with adequately at the administrative and executive 
level? 

Mr. O’Connor. No, sir. As we have indicated last year, before 
Congress, and a number of times since, in order to cure it in the sense 
of giving us authority to cope with it, we must have some kind of 
legislative authority. And I think the Supreme Court decision was 
very clear on that point. 

Mr. Sourwinr. What components do you consider essential for ade- 
quate passport legislation ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, that could be a pretty broad question. As 
you know, last year the administration offered a bill that was rather 
broad in its context, and went somewhat beyond the limits of what 
you might say was legislation on purely Communist aspects of this 
matter. The House did pass a bill which dealt only with the Com- 
munist aspects. Now, if we could confine ourselves for a moment to 
that aspect of the matter, which, in our judgment, is much the most 
important and critical, I think there are a number of features which 
we feel would be essential. 

In the first place, I think under the Supreme Court decision, that 
legislation which talked only about membership in the party would 
not be likely to be adequate, either legally or practically. 

We have the problem of the time element—that is, Is membership or 
activities a present membership or present activity? And one of our 
greatest difficulties in administering this law under our executive 
wuthority, which no longer exists, is the problem of trying to bring up 
to date the activities of people who had been in the party for say, 25 
years, but we didn’t have evidence over the last 5 or 10. Ro that a bill 
would need, I think, in our view, to be effective to give us some flex- 
ibility on the time element. It is obvious if you say that a man should 
be a present member it means he could resign the day before and be 
home free, so to speak, and that, in our view, would be fraud of a bill. 

Now, we believe that any bill should concentrate on activities in 
ew of the Communist movement. It should not, we think, deal 
solely with membership. Membership may be some evidence of activ- 


1 Although the record before the Supreme Court showed Nowak to have been educational 
director for the Communist Party of the State of Michigan. 
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ity. But we believe that the emphasis, the primary emphasis, should 
he on activities. 

By the same token, it is our belief that associations and belief, or, 
indeed, criticisms or states of mind, are not adequate evidence upon 
which to base a denial. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Well, those matters are not only not adequate, but 
they are wholly subjective, isn’t that true ? 

Mr. O'Connor. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. The only ‘evidence of a man’s belief or intention is 
what he himself says about it. 

Mr. O’Connor. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. So that if that were made the criterion, any appli- 
cant could, by self-serving testimony, meet the qualifications. 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes. It is when those things are translated into 
activities or a record of activities over a period of time that we think 
they become important and substantial, and something that we can in 
an objective way, and I hope a quasi-judicial way, act upon. 

Now, there is another important element of any legislation which 
we feel is imperative, and that is in this difficult area of the classified 
or confidential information. There have been a number of sugges- 
tions that we should present the full record on any person as to whom 
we deny a passport. As a practical matter, that is impossible to do, 
because to present the record would mean disclosing information 
which is classified because of its source. And there is no secret that 
most of the information we have or any Government agency has about 
the Communist apparatus and its workings comes from sources that 
cannot be revealed. 

If we were faced with a piece of legislation that required us to dis- 
close all of this information, as a practical matter, we would be able 
to deny practically no passports at all. So we need to have some 
degree of flexibility. This is a very complicated legal matter which 
we have had before us—the Congress has—in a number of other pieces 
of legislation. But I think there is a pattern now of presenting a fair 
summary of classified information, which I believe we could operate 
under, and which we believe is sound for the Congress to consider as 
a legislative pattern that might be applied in this area as it has in 
others. 

Mr. Sourwinez. Does the Department, Mr. O’Connor, have any basis 
for following the activities abroad of these persons in the category 
of your 702 after passports are issued ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Could you repeat that question, sir? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. I was inquiring whether the Department has 
any basis for keeping abreast of the activities of these persons after 
passports have been issued to them. 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, it is really “yes” and “no.” Let me put it 
this way. We have no facilities to be able to aan up on the indi- 
vidual as such. The United States does not operate abroad in that 
way. It is not our jurisdiction. We don’t have any police authority 
or investigative authority. Obviously, if a particular individual got 
into some kind of a situation which attracted attention, either in the 
press or political circles, it would be the obvious duty of our embassy 
or consulates abroad to report on that incident as part of their normal 
reporting duties. 
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I think that that is a fair description of the way in which we might 
get some information back. But it would be on a haphazard basis, 
and not on a directed and specific basis. 

Mr. Sourwine. In other words, particular attention cannot be given 
to these 702 individuals. 

Mr. O’Connor. That is right. We don’t have the facilities or the 
legal jurisdiction or the position to do it. 

r. SourwiIne. Well, now, let me cite a particular case as the basis 
for a following question. 

A passport was issued on July 22 to William Lorenzo Patterson. 
It was applied for July 22—it was issued on the 2d of December. Now, 
the last passport Mr. Patterson had—he left the United States on 
December 3, 1951, for Europe, with a passport that was marked, “Not 
valid for Bulgaria or Hungary.” But he went almost directly to 
Budapest. He was in Budapest on the 27th of December 1951. On 
his return, January 23, 1952, his passport was taken up by the Depart- 
ment as having been improperly used. 

Now, ordinarily, that fact would have militated against the issuance 
of a new passport, would it not ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, it is certainly a factor that is considered when 
the question comes up for renewal, yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. But in this instance, apparently, it was the Depart- 
ment’s feeling that this misuse of a passport could not operate to 
prevent the granting of a passport newly applied for. 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes. The problem there is that in considering a 
misuse of a passport in the past, our passport regulations are set up 
on what you might call a future estimate of what a man will do abroad. 
And it is only the degree to which a previous violation has, in our view, 
some direct bearing on what he may do in the future, that it becomes 
a relevant aspect of the matter. In this case, we thought it was too 
far in the past, and did not seem to have the relevance that would 
justify our denial. 

Mr. Sourwine. Has the Department, Mr. O’Connor, any right to 
call upon other countries to cooperate in notifying the United States of 
subversive activities abroad by the holders of American passports? 

Mr. O’Connor. I can’t answer the legal aspect of that question, 
because, frankly, I have not looked into it. I would think that our 
ability to achieve that kind of cooperation would be very limited, and 
Iam not the least bit sure that we really would be in a position to make 
the request, as a political matter. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a practical matter, it has never been done before, 
has it, to your knowledge? 

Mr. O’Connor. No, sir, not tomy knowledge. 

Mr. Sourwine. And foreign countries do not call upon us for in- 
formation regarding subversive activities in this country of the holders 
of pemperie issued by those foreign countries ? 

r.O’Connor. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Sourwine. So that any information which is obtained only 
in the way that you referred to earlier, in answering an earlier ques- 
tion—that is, through the normal activities of our consulates and 
embassies abroad ? 

Mr. O’Connor. I think that is true. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Is there any cooperation in being between the State 
Department and any other agency of the United States to permit any 
form of surveillance or checking on individual holders of American 
passports while they are abroad ? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, that is a matter, I think, that I would prefer 
not to comment on in public. 

Mr. Sourwine. In the case of any of these individuals to whom pass- 
ports have been or are issued, that is individuals on your list of 702, 
who may thereafter, while abroad, engage in subversive activities, if 
the Department becomes aware of that, is the Department in a position, 
under the present state of the law, to pick up those passports and force 
the return of the individual to the United States? 

Mr. O’Connor. Well, I think that would depend on what the ac- 
tivity was, and what the state of the law with reference to it is. Some 
few of our laws have a specific oversea jurisdiction—at least that our 
courts recognize. Whether, of course, a foreign court would recognize 
it is something else again. 

Generally speaking, if I recollect my law, crimes or activities against 
the state have an oversea jurisdiction. Individual ones, of course, 
would not. So that if a case came to our attention that had that 
kind of oversea jurisdiction, insofar as our own law is concerned, I 
think, theoretically, we would have the authority to withdraw the 
passport. And, again, theoretically, the man then would have to come 
home. Although, in most cases, if he chooses to stay abroad without 
his passport, depending on the law of the country, there is no reason 
why he cannot. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, your answers to the last two questions appear 
to counsel toadd up tothis. Tell me if counsel is wrong. 

A passport holder may engage in subversive activities abroad, and if 
the Department does happen to learn about it, the Department can’t 
stop those activities abroad nor curtail those activities abroad, and 
must permit the return of the passport holder to the United States 
when he desires to come back, even if his passport has expired, and 
thereafter cannot even apply against him the sanction of a denial of 
a new passport because the only criterion is a speculation with regard 
to future activity and not any action based on past activity. 

Mr. O’Connor. Yes, I think that would be true. Of course, if the 
offense committed abroad—again, if we knew of it and had sufficient 
evidence, and it fell under one of those areas, or parts of the law that 
had oversea jurisdiction, presumably some kind of indictment might 
lie against such an individual, if it were that kind of acrime. It is all 
rather speculative, of course. It is exceedingly difficult to get suffi- 
cient evidence of what may happen abroad on which to base any kind 
of indictment. So I think your comment certainly as to the large 
majority of such situations would be true. We would have no way of 
stopping it, no way of really penalizing the individual when he comes 
back here. And, presumably, no way of denying him a passport when 
he reapplied. 

Mr. Sourwine. You take the case of the Willcoxes, whom you men- 
tioned and who were in your group of 30, Mr. and Mrs. Willcox. Isn’t 
it true that they were, on a previous occasion, denied passports be- 
cause of activity in which they had engaged which was considered 
inimical to the interests of the United States ? 
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Mr. O'Connor. Yes. That is right. To describe the activity, they 
participated in broadcasts in Peiping which outlined and gave support 
to the charges of germ warfare, the U.S. forces engaging in germ 
warfare. And Mrs. Willcox joined in the condemnation of the U.S. 
Armed Forces for the use of germ warfare and the commission of 
other atrocities in Korea. I may have misspoken myself. I think that 
may have actually been in a broadeast in Warsaw. But, at any rate, 
it was abroad, and I can correct that for the record, if I may. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, the Willcoxes did also engage in activities in 
the Far East which were considered inimical to the best interests of 
the United States; did they not? 

Mr. O'Connor. Yes. I see where my error was. It was Mr. Will- 
cox who made the broadcast in the Far East. He also attended the 
Communist-dominated Asian and Pacific Peace Conference in Pei- 
ping. And it was at that conference that he announced that he had 
seen evidence of the use of germ warfare, and the commission of other 
atrocities by the U.S. Armed Forces. That was in 1952. 

Mr. Sourwine. And yet the Department obviously has felt that 
under the present state of the law, in the light of the recent court deci- 
sions, it was bound to issue passports to Mr. and Mrs. Willcox? 

Mr. O’Connor. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Sovurwtne. Mr. Chairman, I think that we could go on with 
this, with discussion of these individual cases, but I doubt if much 
would be gained that would justify the time. We have the summaries 
on these people in the record, and the analysis of them, when the 
record is printed and made available, would cover, I think, anything 
that we could ask Mr. O’Connor to comment on today. 

Senator Jounsron. There is just this. Of the 702 cases, is it not 
true that in a great many of those cases you did not follow them up 
closely when you had to issue the passport ? 

Mr. O’Connor. That is right. I mean we would not be justified 
in conducting a large-scale investigation into any of these people, 
knowing that we have not got the authority in the final analysis to 
deny the passports anyway. 

Senator Jounston. So there is a strong possibility if you had gone 
on and finished the investigation, with a lot of other cases, you would 
have had much more in the record. 

Mr. O’Connor. I think there is certainly that possibility; ves, sir. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Let me ask just this question—not exactly by way 
of summary, but perhaps by way of example. 

Suppose that a large number, or a substantial number of these 700 
persons, being known Communists and leaders in the Communist 
Party, should all come together in Moscow, or in some other place 
behind the Iron Curtain, and that intelligence should reach the De- 
partment that they were there for the purpose of receiving instruc- 
tions as to the activities of the Communist Party in the United States 
us to the furtherance of the Communist Party’s objective of over- 
throwing the Government of the United States by force and violence, 
or instructions with respect to shifts in the Communist line necessary 
to meet conditions that have recently arisen, such as, for instance, how 
to counter the setback that the Communists have suffered as a result 
of their treatment of Pasternak for writing “Dr. Zhivago.” Suppose 
it came to the department that the real purpose of the trip of these peo- 
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ple aboard was to receive instructions, indoctrination, and orders, if 
you please, respecting the conduct of the Communist conspiracy in 
the United States. Is there anything the State Department could 
do about it? 

Mr. O’Connor. No, sir. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I have no more questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. O’Connor. I wonder if I might just make one general comment 
on this subject ? 

I think it is very important that we understand that, although the 
newsworthy items in this kind of an operation are the cases of really 
hardened Communists who have a record of having engaged in specific 
activities abroad, we must not lose sight of the fact that you are deal 
ing here with a very complicated operation of international impact in 
which any organization that deals on that broad a scale, with probably 
citizens of every nation in the world involved in it, with a heavy em- 
phasis on clandestine communications and clandestine contact, you are 
going to have all kinds and sizes and shapes of persons involved in 
that operation. You are not just going to have the top key people 
that you read about, and that are newsw orthy. You are going to have 
lots of little people, all the way up and down the line, who have- 

Mr. Sourwine. Or people who appear little but are actually big. 

Mr. O'Connor. They have only one thing in common, and that is 
they are operating on instructions, in an apparatus in which they 
know their disciplined place. 

Now, if you throw a crimp into that flexibility that they have in 
their communications and their contacts, it has a definite impact on 
the effectiveness by which that operation can proceed and can operate. 
It doesn’t mean that you are going to stop it. It doesn’t mean that 
getting passport legislation is going to cripple forever the operations 
of the Communist Par ty. Itis ; just a part of an overall picture of leg- 
islation which has some deterring impact on them in terms of their 
effective operation, whether it be here or other parts of the world. 

Mr. Sourwine. In other words, the Department realizes the im- 
portance of communications to the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. O'Connor. Yes. I mean, if you will, the international con- 
spiracy operates out of Moscow in a sense like any large international 
business operates out of its headquarters. It has all kinds and sizes 
and shapes of persons, with all sizes and shapes of qualifications and 
capabilities working for it. And to operate internationally, you sim- 
ply have got to be able to travel and communicate. And if you cut 
off a slice of those persons from their communications and their base, 
it means that the operation of the overall organization becomes that 
much less efficient. 

Mr. Sourwine. But the Department now, in the present state of the 
law and under the recent Court decisions, is absolutely prevented from 
cutting off that slice or, as you put it, from putting that kink in 
Communist operations? 

Mr. O'Connor. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have anything you want to add, Mr. 
O’Connor? 

Mr. O’Connor. No, I am delighted to have had the opportunity to 
be here. 

Senator Jounsron. That is the reason at this time, though, that the 
Department is advocating legislation on this subject ? 








58 COMMUNIST USE AND ABUSE OF U.S. PASSPORTS 


Mr. O’Connor. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. I have no more questions. 

Senator Jounston. Any other questions? 

I believe this is the only witness for the morning session. There 
will be some more witnesses ready at 1:45, so the committee will come 
back in session at 1:45. 

(Whereupon, at 12:50, the committee recessed, to reconvene at 1:45 
p.m., the same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


Present: Olin D. Johnston. 

Senator Jonnstron. The subcommittee will come to order. Would 
you please call the first witness. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will call Mr. Trachtenberg. 

Senator Jonnston. Would you hold up your right hand and be 
sworn ¢ 

Do you swear that the evidence you will give before this committee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS COUNSEL, HARRY SACHER 


Mr. Sourwine. Would you give the reporter your name and ad- 
dress, please; and if you are accompanied by counsel, identify your 
counsel. 

Mr. TracHTeNsBerc. My name is Alexander Trachtenberg. I live 
in New York City. 

Mr. Sourwine. And your address, sir? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. 81 Fourth Avenue is my business address, 114 
West 168th Street ismy home. 

Mr. Sourwive. And you are accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. TRacHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Who is your counsel ? 

Mr. TracutTensera. Harry Sacher, 342 Madison Avenue. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Mandel, the director of re- 
search of this committee, has been asked to help us save time by 
preparing background summaries on the witnesses who are to appear 
this afternoon. 

I would like to ask Mr. Mandel be sworn so his introduction of this 
matter will be on the same basis as the testimony of the witnesses. 

Senator Jounston. Do you swear that the evidence you give before 
this committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Manpet. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF BENJAMIN MANDEL 


Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Mandel, have you prepared background sum- 
maries respecting the witnesses who will appear here this afternoon ? 
Mr. Manpet. I have. 


Mr. Sourwrne. Do you have such a summary with respect to Mr. 
Trachtenberg ? 
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Mr. Manpet. I have. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will give a copy of this background summary to 
the witness so that he may follow while it is being read. _ 

From what source did you obtain the material which has gone 
into the preparation of this and other summaries that you will present 
here this afternoon, Mr. Mandel ? 

Mr. Manpew. This material was obtained from the files of the 
Communist publications; from hearings of the Senate Internal Secu- 
rity Subcommittee; hearings of the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities; and the committee files. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, Mr. Trachtenberg, I am going to ask Mr. 
Mandel to read this background statement and I will then give you 
an opportunity to make any corrections that you may care to make 
with respect to it; or you may believe the statement to be accurate 
and if so, that is the fastest way to get it into the record. 

Will you go ahead and read it, Mr. Mandel ? 

Mr. Manpen (reading): “Alexander Trachtenberg was born in 
Czarist Russia on November 23, 1884. He left that country in 1906 
and was naturalized at New Haven, Conn., in 1913. 

“Prior to 1921 he was active in the Socialist movement in such 
organizations as the Inter-Collegiate Socialist Society, the Socialist 
Party, the Rand School, and became a statistician for the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers Union in 1920. 

“From 1921 he has held numerous high positions in the Com- 
munist Party, U.S.A., including: 

“Member of its national committee, member of its political com- 
mittee, chairman of its national review or disciplinary committee, 
chairman of its literature or cultural commission, member of its New 
York State committee, delegate to the Fourth Congress of the Com- 
munist International, which he attended in Moscow in 1922. In 
conformance with the current practice of the Commnnist Party, of 
pushing its most important individuals into the background of sec- 
recy, he has not been publicly accredited to any official post by the 
party in the last few years. 

“He is, however, rated as a member of the powerful, inner ring of 
the Communist Party, involved in its most secret operations. 

“Trachtenberg has been a candidate for public office on the Com- 
munist Party ticket in past years, notably the following: 

“Candidate for U.S. Senate, New York, 1922; candidate for Con- 

ess, New York, 1930; and candidate for justice of city court, New 

‘ork, 1936. 

“At various times he played a leading part in the party’s election 
campaign committees. 

“Due to his fluent knowledge of the Russian language, Trachtenberg 
is an invaluable liaison between the CPUSA and Soviet leaders. This 
liaison is facilitated by his position as manager, secretary-treasurer of 
International Publishers, Inc., at 381 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 
which as official publishing house for Communist Party and Soviet 
literature, is in contact with such Soviet agencies as the Marx-Engels 
Institute, Foreign Languages Publishing House, and other Soviet pub- 
lishing agencies. He has publicly admitted traveling to the U.S.S.R. 
in 1922, 1929, 1931, 1938, 1937, 1938, 1939, and 1947. 
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“International Publishers has been responsible for the publication, 
sale, and distribution in the United States of hundreds of thousands 
of copies of each of the following works: 

“The History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and the 
works of Joseph Stalin, V. I. Lenin, and George Dimitrov, former 
head of the Communist International, as well as the works of such 
American Communist leaders as Earl Browder and William Z. Foster. 

“The Daily Worker of December 8, 1944, has credited him with pub- 
lishing ‘all the Marxist-Leninist literature in America—has issued 
millions of books, pamphlets, studies on that subject.’ 

“As onetime chairman of the party’s cultural commission, he has 
been credited with supervising all the party’s publishing firms and 
schools and its cultural or propaganda work throughout the country. 
Trachtenberg is not, however, officially registered as a foreign agent. 

“Trachtenberg was indicted under the Smith Act on June 20, 1951, 
convicted in July 1956, and his case was dismissed by the Court of 
Appeals on August 4, 1958.” 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Trachtenberg, are there any corrections that 
you wish to make or additions you wish to make to that statement? 

Mr. TracHTenserc. With reference to that statement, I decline to 
answer any questions concerning that statement or the information 
in it. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Mr. Trachtenberg, are you at the present time a 
member of the Communist Party, U.S.A.? 

Mr. TracuTensere. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you, Mr. Trachtenberg, ever used any name 
other than the one under which you have taken the oath here today ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. I decline to answer that, sir. 

Senator Jounstron. Let me ask you a question. You refused to 
answer the question, “Are you a Communist?” You know what a Com- 
munist is, do you not ? 

Mr. Tracutrenserc. I did not hear your statement. 

Senator Jounston. You know what a Communist is, do you not ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Qh, yes. 

Senator Jounston. Are youa good American now ? 

Mr. TracuTensere. I believe so. 

Senator Jounston. You believe so? 

Mr. Tracutensere. Oh, yes. 

Senator JoHNsToN. Weil, can you be a good American and still be a 
Communist ? 

Mr. Tracutensere. Oh, yes. 

Senator Jounston. Youcan? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes. 

Senator Jounston. Allright. Go ahead. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Mr. Trachtenberg, the committee is interested here 
today primarily in the internal security implications of the present 
passport situation. You are one of a number of persons whose pass- 
port applications have been reported to the committee and concerning 
which we have taken testimony or will take testimony. 

Have you ever gone abroad with a false or forged passport ? 

Mr, Tracutenserc. No, sir, 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you made numerous trips abroad ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes. © 
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Mr. Sourwine. Was your first United States passport issued to you 
October 6, 1920? 

per TRACHTENBERG. No, I was in the United States in 1920 and never 
left it. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not have a passport in 1920? 

Mr. TracHTenserc. Never. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will state, Mr. Chairman, that the records of the 
Passport Division of the State Department indicate that passport No. 
97611 was issued to Alexander Trachtenberg on October 6, 1920, in the 
District of Columbia for travel to Denmark, Estonia, England, and 
Russia. The stated purpose of the trip was to go to Russia as a mem- 
ber of the commission of the Socialist Party of the United States. 

Does that refresh your recollection, Mr. Trachtenberg ? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. That refreshes my recollection, that is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you wish to change your testimony now and say 
you did have a passport in 1920? 

Mr. TracuTensere. I don’t think—I don’t remember having a pass- 
port, but I was elected in the Socialist Party for a delegation that year, 
but I never left the United States. 

Mr. Sourwrine. You did not say you did not have a passport; it is 
only that you say you do not remember having a passport in 1920? 

Mr. TracuTeNnserG. I don’t remember having that passport at all. 
Petitions might have been made for me by the Socialist Party, made 
for each of the delegation, but I never left the United States in 1920. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, of course, you cannot have a passport unless 
you apply for it yourself. 

Mr. TracutTenserc. I did not apply. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You did not apply for a passport in 1920? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. As far as | remember. 

Mr. Sourwing. And you state categorically you did not leave the 
United States in 1920? 

Mr. TracutTenserc. Categorically. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you out of the United States in 1921? 

Mr. TracurTenserc. No. 

Senator Jounston. To keep the record straight, you may not have 
to appear before the State Department; you may just sign a card 
which is your application. Your signature is all that they need. 

Did you sign any signature? 

Mr. i I don’t—as far as I remember, I have never 
signed anything, except I know I had been elected on the committee 
to go there, but T never left, never applied for a passport. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not attend the meeting in Russia of the 
Commission of Socialist Parties? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. In 1920? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mr. Tracutenserc. Never. I never left the United States in 1920. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Very good. I will state, Mr. Chairman, that we 
will want to check on the authenticity of the signature on that appli- 
cation; we will follow through. 

Senator Jonnston. I want to give him a chance—— 

Mr. TracutTenserc. I will say, regardless, I never left the United 
States in 1920 since 1906, when I got into the country. 
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(In view of the controversy regarding Mr. Trachtenberg’s pass- 
port, the subcommittee requested the Passport Office to supply a 
photostat of the applications made in 1920 and 1922 and these to- 
— with a letter accompanying the 1920 application, are repro- 

uced on the following pages :) 
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Mr. Sourwine. You had a passport in 1922 issued on September 
8 of that year? 

Mr. TracuTenserG. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. And that passport, Mr. Chairman, was No. 217331, 
according to the records of the Passport Division of the State De- 
partment, and that passport was valid for travel in Germany, France, 
Switzerland, Italy, British Isles, Holland, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
Austria, Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Russia. 

The stated purpose of that was to study economic and social 
conditions. 

Is that correct ? 

Mr. TrAcHTENBERG. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you go abroad on that passport ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. 1922, yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you visit Russia at that time ¢ 

Mr. Tracurenserc. Right. 

Mr. Sourwitne. What was the purpose of your visit to Russia ¢ 

Mr. Tracurenserc. As far as I remember, I wanted to visit my 

family. I had not seen them for 16 years. That was one purpose. 

The other was to study the social and economic conditions because I 
was for many years the head of the Research Department of the Rand 
School of Social Science and also of the research division in the labor 
movement, and I had taken a vacation, a prolonged vacation, and I 
visited, I went to visit my family as well as to study. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a matter of fact, didn’t you go to Russia as a 
delegate to the Fourth Congress of the Communist International ¢ 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Just a moment. (Consulting counsel.) 

I was living at that time in Russia and, as a visitor, I attended that 
congress. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not attend asa delegate / 

Mr. TrRACHTENBERG. I did not attend as a deleg: ite. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I thought you lived at that time in New York 
ate and were a member of the New York State committee. 

Mr. TracHTENBERG. I lived right there. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you have another passport in 1929 ¢ 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I don’t remember the month, but 1929; yes, 
sir. 

Mr. Sourwtine. I will state, Mr. Chairman, that the records of the 
Passport Division indicate that passport No. 11660 was issued; coun- 
tries to be visited, France, Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Switzer- 
land, Poland, Italy. Stated purpose of the proposed trip, travel and 
health. Is that correct ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you goabroad under that passport ¢ 

Mr. TracHTenBERG. I went on business also. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did go abroad? 

Mr. TrRaAcHTENBERG. That is right. 

Mr. SourwineE. Did you visit Russia on that occasion ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. 1929? Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you attend any Communist meetings or func- 
tions while you were in Russia i in 1929? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. No, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not? 

35457—59 6 


SL 





68 COMMUNIST USE AND ABUSE OF U.S. PASSPORTS 


Mr. TRACHTENBERG. No, sir. 
Mr. Sourwine. That is a categorical statement; you did not ? 
Mr. Tracurensere. That is right. 


Mr. Sourwine. Now, you had another passport issued to you in 
1931? 


Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. The data I have here show June 19, issued at New 
York City. Isthat correct? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes, in 1931. 

Mr. Sourwine. The records of the Passport Division indicate, Mr. 
Chairman, that this was a 2-year renewal of the passport previously 
granted in 1929, passport No. 11660. The renewal was good for travel 
to France, Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Switzerland, Poland, 
Italy. The purpose was not stated. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. My going there was for a visit. 

Mr. Sourwine. Your going was for a visit ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Only visit. 

Mr. Sourwine. But you did have a passport to travel in those 
countries ¢ 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sacuer. Excuseme. Isthat the 1931 passport ? 

Mr. Sourwine. This is the 1931 renewal of the 1929 passport. 


Mr. Tracnrenserc. All of those countries mentioned—by the way, 
we were generally hopeful I would be able to visit them, but in most 
cases—usually—I wasn’t given a visa. 

Mr. Sourwine. What countries did you visit on the 1931 passport ? 

Mr. Tracurensere. I went to France and, of course, you go through 


various countries to get there. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in the Soviet Union did you attend 
any Communist meetings or functions ? 

r. TRACHTENBERG. I did not attend any Communist meetings or 
functions. 

Mr. Sourwine. In 1931? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. In 1931. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in the Soviet Union either in 1929 
or 1931 did you receive any money ¢ 

Mr. TracHTENBERG. Any money ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mr. TrRAcHTENBERG. No, I didn’t receive any money. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you receive any directives from the Communist 
Party directly or indirectly while you were in the Soviet Union in 
1929 or 1931? 

Mr. TracutTensere. I did not receive any directives of any kind. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you receive or negotiate any contracts in the 
Soviet Union while you were there, either in 1929 or 1931? 

Mr. TrRACHTENBERG. I bought some books. 

Mr. Sourwine. Aside from buying books, did you negotiate or 
enter into any contracts? 

Mr. Tracutenverc. I bought some books. 

Mr. Sourwine. And that is all ¢ 

Mr. TracuTenserc. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had a passport, again, in 1933, issued June 5— 
June 28, 1933. 
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Mr. TRacHTEenBeERG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. The records of the Passport Division indicate, Mr. 
Chairman, that this passport was passport No. 45184, and this was 
issued in the District of Columbia. It was good for various European 
countries and the purpose of the trip as stated in the application was 
for health and business. Is that correct ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you go abroad on that passport ? 

Mr. Tracurensera. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. What countries did you visit ? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I remember only—all of the others or mostly 
ull of those were in transit to the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Sourwine. You went again to the Soviet Union in that year? 

Mr. Tracutennerc. That is right; to see my mother, brothers, sis- 
ters, and so on. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in the Soviet Union in 1933, did 
you attend any Communist meetings or functions ? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I did not attend any Communist meetings or 
functions. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you meet with any Communist leaders? 

Mr. Tracnrenserc. No, sir. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Did you receive any money / 

Mr. Tracurenserc. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you get any directives from the Communist 
Party, direc fe or email 7 

Mr. Tracutrenserc. None at all. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you negotiate any contracts ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. Again, I made arrangements for the importing 
of some books. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is, books published in the Soviet Union? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Through whom did you make those arrangements ? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. There was a publishing house which was pub- 
lishing books in the English language. 

Mr. Sourwine. This was a state publishing house; that is, owned 
and controlled by the Government? 

Mr. TracuTeNBERG. No; it was a cooperative. 

Mr. Sourwrne. It was not owned or controlled by the Soviet Gov- 
ernment ? 

Mr. Tracutrenserc. As far as I know. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had another passport in 1935; is that correct ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Issued in New York City on June 5, 1935, as a 
renewal of the 1933 passport ? 

Mr. TracuTenBera. Probably so. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you go abroad on that 1935 renewal passport ? 

Mr. Tracntennerc. I went in 1935; yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you go again through the Soviet Union? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Again; yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in Soviet Russia in 1935, did you 
attend any Communist functions or any Communist meetings? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Tell us about the ones you attended. 
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Mr. Tracutrenperc. I was a delegate to the Communist Interna- 
tional. ; 

Mr. Sourwine. That was the Seventh Congress of the Communist 
International ? 

Mr. TracnTrenserc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. What were you a delegate from / 

Mr. TracuTenserc. From the Communist Party. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Of the United States of America ? 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Sourwrne. You were a delegate from the—what were you a 
delegate from, the Communist Party of the United States? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, while you were there in 1935, that is, in Russia, 
did you receive any money ? ? 

Mr. Tracurennerc. I did not receive any money. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you receive any directives from the Communist 
Party either directly or indirectly ? 

Mr. TracutTenserc. No, 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you negotiate any contracts ¢ 

Mr. Tracurenserc. At that time—I don’t remember whether | 
negotiated any kind of a contract, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Who paid the expenses of that trip, Mr. Trachten- 
berg, in 1935? 

Mr. TRAcHTENBERG. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Pardon me? 

Mr. TracuTensere. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. You decline to answer / 

Mr. TrRACHTENBERG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Claiming your privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment / 

Mr. Tracurenserc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. So as not to incriminate yourself? 

Mr. TracurenserG. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had a passport, again, in 1987. This was pass- 
port No. 488316; the passport was issued December 4, 1937, in the 
District of Columbia. Is that correct.? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, according to the records of the 
Passport Division, this passport was valid for travel in France, Ger- 
many, Belgium, and England; the stated purpose on the application 
was for business and rest. Is that correct? 

Mr. TracutTenserc. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you travel abroad on that passport ? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. Yes. 

\(r, Sourwine. Did you go to the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. TRAcHTENBERG. I went into the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Sourwine. What was the purpose of that trip into the Soviet 
Union? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. To see my family and to vacation—I took all 
of these—each of those was my vacation through the years. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in the Soviet Union in that year— 
that is, 1937—did you attend any Communist meetings or functions / 

Mr. Tracutensere. I did not. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Did you receive any money ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. NO, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you receive any directions from the Communist 
Party either directly or indirectly 4 

Mr. Tracutrenserc. No directives, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you negotiate or enter into any contracts? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. 1937, yes. I was still importing books, 

Mr. Sourwine. Aside from contracts respecting the importation of 
books did you enter into any other contracts ¢ 

Mr. Tracurenserc. None whatsoever. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Were these contracts entered into in this year the 
same as those you entered into earlier regarding which you testified ? 

Mr. 'TRACHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, you did not have a passport again until 1947. 
Is that right ? 

Mr. TracuTENBeErRG. In 1947, yes, sir, I had a passport. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you leave the United States between 1937 and 
1947 ? 

Mr. TracutTenserc. I left—pardon me. (Consulting counsel:) 
Did you ask for 1947 ? 

Mr. Sourwine. I asked you if you left the United States between 
1937 and 1947. 

Mr. TracuTenperG. Oh, yes. As far as I remember, in 1939. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you leave the United States in 1938 ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. I would have to consult—I don’t remember. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, it is reasonable to assume that you may have 
been out of the United States in 1938 because I will call to your 
attention the fact that your passport issued in 1937 was issued on 
December 7 of that year which is quite near the end of the year. 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. The 1937 was issued December ? 

Mr. Sourwine. That is right, so your trip may have been in 1938. 
Tell us what the fact was. 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Could be so; could be so. 

Mr. Sourwine. You don’t remember ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. I don’t remember. I know I was there in 1939. 

Mr. Sourwine. You made a trip in 1937 or 1938 ? 

Mr. TracuTeNBERG. No—I told you before I made a trip in 1937, 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not ? 

Mr. TrRacHTENBERG. I did so. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did in 1937? 

Mr. TrRACHTENBERG. Yes, in 1937. 

Mr. Sourwine. But you don’t recall whether you made one in 
1938 ¢ 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Maybe it was 1938 or 1937, I don’t know right 
offhand. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, that is what I am trying to get at. You 
made a trip in either 1937 or 19382 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. And that is the one you just testified about ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. And you made another trip in 1939 on the same 
passport, is that right ? 

Mr. TrRAcHTENBERG. That is right. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Well, that passport was issued as good for only 
8 months and it was issued in December 1937. Did you ever have it 
renewed or extended ? 

Mr. TrRAcHTENBERG. I don’t remember, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will state, Mr. Chairman, that the records of the 
Passport Division do not indicate that the passport issued in De- 
cember 1937 was ever either extended or renewed. 

Now, tell us about the trip you made in 1939. Where did you go? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Well, I don’t remember, that year—pardon me. 
(Consulting counsel.) Well, it is difficult for me to remember. If 
you might try to refresh my recollection or give me some reference. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, you volunteered a moment ago that you had 
gone abroad in 1939, didn’t you? 

Mr. Tracutrenserc. Well, that is my impression, but I don’t re- 
member just each one, just exactly those years that I was there or was 
not there. 

Mr. Sourwine. I think you probably know that you have stated 
elsewhere publicly that you were in Russia in 1939 and there doesn’t 
seem to be much doubt about the fact you were. Iam asking you now 
for your recollection of your trip in 1939. Where did you go? Did 
you go to Moscow ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. When I went to Europe I always went there be- 
cause my family lives there and I went to see them. My father was 
not, but my mother was there and sister and brother. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in Russia in 1939 did you attend 
any Communist functions or meetings ? 

r. TRACHTENBERG. Did not attend any Communist functions. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you receive any money ? 

Mr. Tracutensera. No, I did not receive any money. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you receive any directives from the Communist 
Party either directly or indirectly ? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. No. Those were all personal interests. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you enter into any contracts or negotiate any 
contracts in 1939 ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. Well, I don’t remember whether it was 1939 or 
1937, whatever those years, they flow together, but I did have business 
relations with this publishing house there. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Now, you have stated earlier that you never trav- 
eled outside of the country on a false or fraudulent passport. 

Mr. TracutTenserc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Apparently you did not in 1939 have a valid pass- 
port. Can you tell us how you managed to travel abroad without 
a valid passport ? 

Mr. Tracnutrenserc. There was no such occasion. I had valid pass- 
ports either time, whether I was there in 1939 or 1938—but I never 
went unless I had a passport that I got from the Government. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you saying you never traveled out of the United 
States except on a valid passport ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. That is it exactly. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right. You did not have another passport 
until 1947 ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. That is correct. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Did you travel outside of the United States between 
1939 and 1947? 

Mr. TracuHTenBerc. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had a passport in 1947 issued to you on Feb- 
ruary 5, 1947? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will state, Mr. Chairman, that the records of the 
Passport Division indicate there was issued passport No. 7541, valid 
for travel in England, France, Holland, Italy, Russia, Scandinavian 
countries. The stated purpose on the application was business. Is 
that correct ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. What countries did you visit on that passport in 
1947? 

Mr. TracHTENBERG. I didn’t. 

Mr. Sourwine. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. I remained in the United States. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not go abroad in 1947? 

Mr. TracHTensere. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not use that passport ? 

Mr. TracHTENBERG. I did not use that passport. 

Mr. Sourwine. Then you have never been abroad since 1939; is 
that right ? 

Mr. TracHTENBERG. Correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. And you now hold a passport issued on December 8, 
1958 ? 

Mr. TracHTenserc. Right. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is passport, Mr. Chairman, according to the 
records, No. 1270110, valid for 5 or 6 months and good for travel in 
England, France, Holland, Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Scandinavian countries, and Russia. The stated pur- 
pose is business, health, pleasure. Is that right? 

Mr. TracuTenBerc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Now, between 1947 and 1958 did you file any pass- 
port application ? 

Mr. TracHTenBeERG. In 1947? 

Mr. Sourwrne. And 1958. 

Mr. TracuHTenrerc. No, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not? 

Mr. TracutTensere. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you ever been refused a passport when you 
applied for it ? 

fr. TRACHTENBERG. Never, only this time it took 9 weeks. I used 
to get it in 9 days or 3 days or 5 days. 

Mr. Sourwine. This application was filed September 26, 1958, and 
granted December 8, 1958. 

Mr. TracHTENBERG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. And the last previous passport in 1947, the applica- 
tion was filed January 20 and it was issued on February 5. That 
bears out the statement you have just made. 

“ ma is it your present intention to use the passport that you now 
old? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. Oh, yes. 
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Mr. Sourwine. You are going abroad? You are going to Russia? 

Mr. TracutTenserc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. And the purpose of that trip is, as stated, business, 
health, and pleasure ? 

Mr. TracuTeNnBerG. That is correct, it is. I have had no vacation 
in 14 years. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Trachtenberg, have you ever been associated at 
any time with persons that you knew to be representatives of Soviet 
military intelligence ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know J. Peters / 

Mr. TracHTENBERG. No, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Youdon’t. Did youever know J. Peters? 

Mr. TracuTenserc (consulting counsel). I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know Jacob Golos? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did youever know Jacob Golos? 

Mr. TracuTenserG. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. I note that there was a difference in the answers 
to the questions, whether you now know J. Peters or ever knew him. 
You said you don’t now know him, but you took the fifth amendment 
on the question as to whether you ever knew him. Does that indicate 
that you know J. Peters to be dead ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. I don’t know. 

Mr. Sourwine. You don’t know whether he is or not ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. But you don’t now know him? 

Mr. TracuTensere. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, you stated a moment ago categorically you did 
not know him. Are you changing your testimony on that point? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I question, and I submit it to the committee’s con- 
sideration if time permits, whether a witness can withdraw an answer. 
A witness does have the right to refuse to answer a question when 
he honestly feels that a truthful question forms at least a link in the 
chain of prosecution; but when a witness has answered a question I 
submit he does not have the right thereafter to seek to withdraw that 
and claim the privilege. 

Mr. Tracutenserc. I did not understand your question, so I didn’t 
get it. 

Mr. Sacuer. He did not get the name. 

Mr. TracHTensBerc. It was too fast for me. 

Mr. Sourwine. I think that the record will show that the name was 
pronounced twice. 

Mr. Trachtenberg, did you attend the May Day meeting and cele- 
bration of the October Revolution held in Carnegie Hall on November 
8 of this year, which was sponsored by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. TracHTEenBera. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Claiming your privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment ? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you, Mr. Trachtenberg, chairman of the re- 
view commission of the Communist Party in 1950? 
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Mr. TracuTenserc. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you ever assisted any person in obtaining a 
passport other than yourself? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG (consulting counsel). I have no recollection. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Trachtenberg, have you ever had your expenses 
of travel and of living abroad paid by a foreign government ? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Is it your plan to finance wholly yourself the trip 
that you now plan to Russia ? 

Mr. TrRAcHTENBERG. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. You made no arrangements and have had no ar- 
rangements made for you for that trip to be financed by anyone else or 
by any foreign government ? 

Mr. TracHTenserc. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Trachtenberg, have you received any instruc- 
tions from Moscow, directly or indirectly, on how to project a line to 
regain for the Communist Party some of the ground lost among Amer- 
ican intellectuals as the result of the treatment accorded to Boris 
Pasternak based on his book Dr. Zhivago? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Will you repeat the question, please ? 

Mr. Sourwine. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. TracHTENBERG. Will you repeat it, please ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you received any instructions from Moscow, 
directly or indirectly, on how to project a line to regain for the Com- 
munist Party some of the ground it lost among the American intel- 
lectuals as the result of the treatment accorded Boris Pasternak based 
on his book Dr. Zhivago ? 

Mr. 'TRACHTENBERG. Preposterous. 

Mr. Sourwine. That means you have not ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. Of course not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Trachtenberg, have you ever received any kind 
of political or military training on the occasions of any of your 
visits to the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you made any arrangements with the Soviet 
Government respecting your presently proposed trip ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you ever rendered any services for the Soviet 
military intelligence ? 

Mr. TracuTenserG. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Have you ever taken an oath of allegiance to the 
Soviet Union or sworn to defend it? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know Benjamin Gitlow ? 

Mr. TRacHTENBERG. I did not get you. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I am sorry. Do you know Benjamin Gitlow? 

Mr. TRAcCHTENBERG. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwrine..Claiming your privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I read to you. Mr. Trachtenberg, a statement which 
appeared in the book, Men Without Faces, by Louis F. Budenz, 
former manager of the Daily Worker. I want you to listen to this 
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statement and I will ask you whether it is true or false. The state- 
ment is.as follows: 

First, the big-boss inner-ring commission which cooperated with the Comintern 
representative in supporting the party—the illegal aliens Jack Stachel, Alexander 
Bittelman, and the late Jacob Golos; the late Joseph Brodsky, the lawyer; the 
Russian-born Alexander Trachtenberg; and the illegal alien Robert William 
Weiner, alias Welwel Warzover * * * 

He (Bittleman) was the chief of the small corps of Politburo members who 
were in touch with the Comintern representatives and the Soviet consulates. 
Others were Jack Stachel, Alexander Tratchtenberg, and Robert William Weiner. 
To these should be added the general secretary of the party—-Browder in my 
time, Dennis today. 

Was that statement true? 

Mr. TracuTEenBeERG. It is fraudulent. 

Mr. Sourwine. The statement is fraudulent ? 

Mr. TracutTenserc. Yes, like all of it 

Mr. Sourwryxe. Will you tell us in what respects this statement is 
fraudulent ? 

Mr. TracuTenserG. Because I have never heard of any of these 
kind of operations of the Soviet. 

Mr. Sovrwrne. Is this statement wholly fraudulent, is that what 
you are saying ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. Wholly fraudulent. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, this statement is wholly fraudulent, you say. 
Were you a member of the inner-ring commission which cooperated 
with the Comintern representative in supporting the Communist 
Party, U.S.A. ? 

Mr. TrRACHTENBERG (consulting counsel). No. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were not. Did you know Jack Stachel ? 

Mr. TracuTensera. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwrine. You will not state that the statement you knew 
Jack Stachel was fraudulent ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Did you know Alexander Bittleman ? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sovrwine. Did you know Joseph Brodsky ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. y decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Did you know Robert William Weiner ? 

Mr. TracntTenserc. I decline to answer. 

Senator Jounston. When you say you decline to answer, you are 
doing that and taking the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. Taking the fifth amendment; yes, sir. 

Senator Jonnston. You believe that there would be a possibility 
then of your being incriminated if you should answer ? 

Mr. TracHTenBerG. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Trachtenberg, were you a member of “the small 
core of Politburo members who were in touch with the Comintern 
representatives and the Soviet consulates” ? 

Mr. Tracutensere. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You will not state that this portion of the Budenz 
statement was fraudulent ? 

Mr. Tracutenperc. I decline to answer. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Trachtenberg, I read to you from the records 
of a hearing before the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
where you testified and where this question was put : 


Should a new imperialistic world war break out, despite all efforts of the 
working class to prevent it, the Communists will strive to lead the opponents 
of war, organized in the struggle for peace, to the struggle for the transforma- 
tion of the imperialistic war into civil war against the Fascist instigators of 
war, against the bourgeoisie, for the overthrow of capitalism. 

You subscribe to that, also, as a loyal member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. I already answered, before, my interpretation of this 
question that was put to me before. 


Mr. MatrHews. Is the defense of the Soviet Union considered paramount, in 
the event of a new world war, by Communists? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Yes, 

Was that your testimony, sir? 

Mr. TracuTensere. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do youstill adhere to the same point of view ? 

Mr. Tracurensere. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwinr. I have no more questions, Mr. Chairman, of this 
witness. 

Senator Jounsron. The witness may be excused at this time. 

Will you call the next witness ? 

Mr. Sourwine. I will call Mr. Patterson. 

Senator Jounston. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Mr. Parrerson. I will affirm. 

Senator Jounston. Do you belong to a religious sect. which 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not. 

Senator Jounston (continuing). Does not permit you to swear? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not. 
Senator Jonnston. Well, go ahead and affirm, then. Let us save 
time. 

Do you swear that the evidence you give before this committee will 


be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 


Mr. Patrerson. I do so affirm. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 





Mr. Sourwine. Will you give the reporter your full name and your 
residence and business address ? 

Mr. Parrerson. My name is William Lorenzo Patterson. My resi- 
dence is 1268 President Street, Brooklyn. My business address is 23 
West 26th Street, New York City. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is your employment, Mr. Patterson ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Sovurwine. What is your employment? 

Mr. Parrerson. I am the general manager of The Worker, a weekly 
newspaper published in New York. 

Senator Jonnston. Do you have an attorney ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t have one. 


TESTIMONY OF BENJAMIN MANDEL (RESUMED) 


Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Mandel, you have'been previously sworn. Have 


you prepared a statement with respect to the background of Mr. 
atterson ? 
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Mr. Manoet. I have. 

Mr. Sourwrtne. Mr. Patterson, I will ask this statement to be read 
and I will furnish you with a copy so that you may follow it as read. 

Senator Jounsron. I understood you have no attorney. 

Do you understand that if you want to have an attorney, you could 
bring him with you? 

Mr. Patrerson. I so understand. 

Senator Joinston. Very well. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will ask Mr. Mandel to read this statement and 
when it has been completed I will ask you, Mr. Patterson, whether 
you wish to correct it in any respects. 

Will you go ahead, Mr. Mandel ? 

Mr. Manpe (reading): “William Lorenzo Patterson was born on 
August 27, 1891 at San Francisco, Calif. Although he is an attorney 
by profession, he is at present general manager of The Worker, which 
recently was reduced from daily to weekly circulation because of 
financial difficulties. 

“Patterson has taken frequent trips abroad, the purposes of which 
have not been fully explained, including: 1927 (France, Germany, 
Poland) ; 1930 (applied at Warsaw, Poland, destination not stated) ; 
1934 (France, England, Russia) ; 1936 (destination not stated) ; 1938 
(England, France) ; 1950 (destination not stated). In 1956 he was 
in Puerto Rico in connection with certain Smith Act cases. He has, 
however, been identified by a former student at the Lenin School in 
Moscow, as a fellow student in 1929. This school included in its 
curriculum a detailed study of the strategy and tactics of civil warfare. 

“Patterson has occupied various posts in the Communist Party, in- 
cluding that of member of its central committee, member of the 
Negro Commission of the party, head of the Negro Department of the 
central committee and member of the New York State committee of 
the party. He has been active in Chicago, Indiana, Ohio, and New 
York. He was a speaker at the 16th National Convention of the 
Communist Party held in February 1957, and a member of the con- 
vention’s committee on civil liberties. He has been an active sup- 
porter of the Communist proposal to establish an independent Negro 
republic in the South, a proposal which would inevitably involve 
civil war and bloodshed in the United States. 

“Patterson was a candidate for the following posts on the Com- 
munist Party ticket from 1931 to the present; mayor, New York; 
board of aldermen, 1933, New York; secretary of state, Ohio; New 
York State assembly, 1931, New York; Congress, 1940, Chicago. 

“For a number of years, William L. Patterson has been the execu- 
tive director of the Civil Rights Congress, which has been cited as 
subversive by the Attorney General, and which has been chiefly en- 
gaged in defending Communist cases under the Smith Act, espionage 
cases such as that of Julius Rosenberg and Morton Sobell, concentrat- 
ing particularly upon cases where Negroes were involved, in order to 
exploit these cases for Communist propaganda and agitational pur- 

s. He was previously national secretary and Ist vice president 
of the International Labor Defense, predecessor of the Civil Rights 
a Attorney General Biddle characterized the ILD as ‘the 
legal arm of the Communist Party.’ 
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“In 1954, Patterson served a 90-day jail sentence for contempt of 
court. In 1955, he was sentenced to a second 90-day jail sentence for 
failing to produce records of the Civil Rights Congress. The Circuit 
Court of Appeals reversed the conviction on January 27, 1955.” 

Mr. Sourwtne. Mr. Patterson, do you want to make any correc- 
tions on that statement, or take issue with anything in that statement? 

Mr. Parrerson. There are a number of allegations in the state- 
ment which are not correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Will you correct them, please? You have the state- 
ment before you ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Ihave. I am looking at it now. 

The first is on page 1, that I have been an active supporter of the 
Communist proposal to establish an independent Negro republic in 
the South, a proposal which would inevitably involve civil war and 
bloodshed in the United States. 

IT know of no such proposal. 

Mr. Sourwtine. Are you taking issue with the fact you actively sup- 
ported such proposal, or are you taking issue with the statement that 
such a proposal would have necessarily involved a civil war? 

Mr. Picsdaaiin I am not. I am taking issue with the allegation 
there was such a proposal. I know of no such proposal. 

Mr. Sourwrne. All right, on that point you will have ample oppor- 
tunity to make all the corrections you want. Let us take them one by 
one, if you can, so as to get the record clear. 

Are you familiar with the resolutions of the Communist Interna- 
tional on the Negro question in the United States, the resolution of the 
Communist International of October 1930? This particular resolu- 
tion referred to self-determination for the Black Belt. Are you fa- 
miliar with that resolution ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think I have some familiarity with it, yes. 

Mr. Sovurwine. I will read, Mr. Chairman, from the pamphlet, “The 
Communist Position on the Negro Question—Self-Determination for 
the Black Belt,” pages 41, 47, and 49: 

* * * the right of self-determination of the Negroes as the main slogan of the 
Communist Party in the Black Belt is appropriate. * * * 

The slogan of the right of self-determination occupies the central place in the 
liberation struggle of the Negro population in the Black Belt against the yoke of 


American imperialism. But this slogan, as we see it, must be carried out only in 
connection with two other basic demands. * * * 

As stated in the letter of the Political Secretariat of the E.C.C.I. of March 16, 
1930, the Communists must unreservedly carry on a struggle for the self-deter- 
mination of the Negro population in the Black Belt in accordance with what has 
been set forth above. It is incorrect and harmful to interpret the Communist 
standpoint to mean that the Communists stand for the right of self-determination 
of the Negroes only up to a certain point but not beyond this, to, for example, 
the right of separation. * * * Even if the situation does not yet warrant the 
raising of the question of uprising, one should not limit oneself at present to 
propaganda for the demand, “Right to Self-Determination,” but should organize 
mass actions, such as demonstrations, strikes, tax poycott movements, etc. 


Did you support that resolution, Mr. Patterson ? 

Mr. Patrerson. I don’t know whether I supported it or not, but I 
submit that nowhere in that resolution is there a proposal of the Com- 
munist Party to establish an independent Negro republic in the South. 


Mr. Sourwtine. Is this resolution, as I have read it, good Communist 
doctrine today ? 
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Mr. Parrrrson. I have no knowledge. 

Mr. Sourwine. Allright. Will you go ahead ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I would like, Mr. Chairman 

Senator Jounson. Has it been changed to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I have no knowledge of that. 

I would like at this moment, Mr. Chairman, to read a statement 
which I have prepared for this occasion. 

Mr. Sourwine. This is the statement which you submitted to us 
here before the beginning of this hearing ? 

Mr. Parrerson. It is, and I would like that as a matter of record. 

Senator Jounsron. It will not be read before this committee and 
it will not become a part of this record. We are not here to condemn 
any member of this committee. We are here to try to protect the 
United States, the internal security of our Nation, and this has nothing 
to do with the particular question before us at this time, which is 
concerning passports. 

Mr. Parrerson. I submit, Mr. Chairman—— 

Senator Jounston. It is irrelevant and redundant at the present 
time, and you are an attorney and you know it. 

Mr. Parrerson. I submit, Mr. Chairman, that were you here to 
protect the rights of the United States, you would be protecting the 
Constitution, the Negroes in your State—— 

Senator Jounsron. I am here to try to protect this Nation of ours 
and I am going to do that in every way, and we are not here to con- 
sider other matters except passports today. 

Mr. Parrerson. Then you should grant the right to the Negroes in 
your State—— 

Senator Jounston (gaveling). That’senough. 

Mr. Parrerson. I say that that is the way to protect the Constitu- 
tion of the United States 

Senator Jounston. You keep quiet. 

Mr. Parrerson. And constitutional government in your State and 
in our country 
Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I want to state for the record—— 

Senator Jounston. This statement shal] not be read here; that is 
stopped. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Counsel has been requested through the Chair to 
say that this is a slanderous statement with respect to the chairman of 
this committee and that the committee should not give the statement 
privilege by admitting it to the record. 

Senator Jounston. And he is not here today, either. 

Mr, Sourwrne. Are there other portions of the statement read by 
Mr. Mande] that you wish to correct ? 

Mr. Parrerson. First, Mr. Chairman, I would like to offer this 
statement of mine as a part of the record here today, whether it can be 
read. 














Senator Jounsron. It shall not become a part of this record. It 
has no bearing on this hearing. 

Mr. Parrerson. It has a bearing on the question. 

Senator Jounston. It has no bearing on this hearing, and it shall 
not become a part of this record. You can give it to the newspapers 
if you so desire, and the newspapers, if they see fit to publish it, and 
take the risk, they can do it, 
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Mr. Parrerson. It has a bearing on protection of the internal 
security of the United States of America. 

Senator Jounsron. It shall not become a part of this record. 

Mr. Parrerson. That is why I submitted it. 

Senator Jounsron. It shall not become a part of the record. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I asked Mr. Patterson if there were any other por- 
tions of the statement read by Mr. Mandel that he wanted to make 
corrections on. 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes: there are other points. 

Senator Jounston. Go ahead and answer the question. 

Mr. Parrerson. The allegation that the Civil Rights Congress oper- 
ated in—with references to the cases in which the constitutional rights 
of Negroes were denied them or where Negroes had been lynched, or 
otherwise maltreated in our country, in order to exploit these cases for 
Communist propaganda and agitational purposes, is false in every 
respect. The record of the Civil Rights Congress shows that it was 
one of the outstanding organizations defending constitutional liber- 
ties for Negroes, for labor, and in no way sought to utilize any of 
these cases for propaganda or agitational purposes. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Are there any other portions of the statement that 
you care to give corrections on or comment upon ? 

Mr. Parrerson. No. Notat the moment. 

Mr. Sourwtine. Mr. Patterson, have you ever traveled outside of the 
\'nited States at a time when you did not have in your possession a 
valid passport ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I have. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Will you tell us when and where? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes; I traveled to Puerto Rico and Jamaica, the 
year before last, without a passport. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes, sir. Are passports required to visit Puerto 
Rico and Jamaica, or were they required at that time? 

Mr. Parrerson. They were not. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Are there any other instances in which you have 
traveled outside the United States without having in your possession 
a valid passport? 

Mr. Parrrerson. Not tomy knowledge. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Have you ever traveled on a fraudulent passport, or 
one fraudulently procured ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I have not. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Have you ever, while holding a U.S. passport, 

visited any countries for which that passport was not v: alidated ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Claiming your privilege under the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Correct. 

Mr, Sourwtne. Have you ever had your expenses of travel or living 

abroad paid by a foreign government? 

Mr. Pavrerson. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Sourwrye. Claiming your fifth amendment privilege ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Correct. 

Mr. Sourwiner. Have you ever visited a foreign country as a guest 
of the government or government-controlled institution of that coun- 
try ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. I decline to answer. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Patterson, did you attend the May Day meet- 
ing and celebration of the October revolution held in Carnegie Hall 
in 1958 under the sponsorship of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Patrerson. There was no May Day meeting held in Carnegie 
Hall in New York, May Day 1958, under the auspices of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Sourwrne. How about a celebration of the October revolution ? 

Mr. Parrerson. On May Day? 

Mr. Sourwine. No. That would be in October, wouldn’t it? 

Mr. Parrerson. It would be in October. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you attend such a meeting? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did. 

Mr. Sourwiner. Was that meeting held under the sponsorship of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not recall, but I am inclined to think that it 
was. 

Mr. Sourwrne. What part did you take in that meeting, Mr. Pat- 
terson ? 

Mr. Parrerson. No official or active part. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I should like to go through the pass- 
port record, as we have it. Did you ever hold a U.S. passport before 
1927 ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t think so. I was out of the country before 
then, but with a part of the merchant marine. 

Mr. Sourwine. You got your first passport in November 1927, it 
a te in the District of Columbia, November 14, 1927, is that 
right? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think so. 

Mr. Sourwrne. That passport was valid for France, Germany, and 
Poland, and the stated purpose was for study and observation. The 
record indicates it was passport No. 437197. Is that correct? 

Mr. Parrerson. I haven’t the passport and could not say. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you use your passport in 1927 to go outside 
the United States? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did. 

Mr. Sourwine. Where did you go? 

Mr. Parrerson. I went to several countries. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you go to the Soviet Union? 

Mr. Patrerson. I did. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in the Soviet Union in 1927, did 
you receive any money ? 

Mr. Partrerson. I don’t understand what you mean. I would like 
you to be more—— 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you know what money is? 

Mr. Parrerson. To be more explicit. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Do you know what money is? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think I have some slight recollection. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Do you know what it means to receive money ? 

Mr. Patrerson. I don’t know what you are talking about. If you 
would be more definite as to money from whom and for what. 

Mr. Sourwtne. That is what we are going to ask you. We are ask- 
ing you if you received money while you were in the Soviet Union in 
1927. 
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Mr. Parrerson. Well, the answer is “No.” 

Mr. Sourwine. All right. While you were in the Soviet Union in 
1927, did you receive any directives from the Communist Party di- 
rectly or indirectly ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You got your next passport in 1930, it being issued 
April 7, 1930, in Warsaw, Poland, is that right? 

Mr. Parrerson. Correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. The record indicates, Mr. Chairman, this was pass- 
port No. 3078. It was valid for 2 years, the countries to be visited 
were not stated, the purpose of the proposed trip was not stated. How 
did you happen to be in Warsaw, Poland, in April 1930? 

Mr. Parrerson. I was visiting in Poland. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Had you gone there on your previous passport, the 
one issued in 1927 ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I had gone through Poland, yes. 

Mr. Sourwitne. Had you been there since 1927? 

Mr. Parrerson. I had not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had been back to the United States ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I had not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had been out of the United States since 1927? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think that is true. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, you left the United States under the passport 
issued to you November 14, 1927; is that right? 

Mr. Patrerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. And you stayed abroad and were still abroad in 
April 1930; is that right ? 

Mr. Parrerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you ever have your 1927 passport renewed or 
extended ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think it was renewed in Poland, or extended in 
Poland. 

Mr. Sourwine. In 1930? 

Mr. Patrerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. And not before then? 

Mr. Parrerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. But you were traveling around all this time? 

Mr. Partrerson. I don’t know what you mean by traveling around. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were abroad all this time ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will state, Mr. Chairman, the records of the Pass- 
port Division indicate that this passport was issued in 1927, valid for 
10 months, and that it was not extended or renewed. So it would 
appear that from a date in September 1927 until April 1930, Mr. 
Patterson was abroad without having in his possession a valid pass- 
port. I call attention to the testimony he has previously given in that 
regard here today. 

Mr. Patterson, what were you doing while you were abroad this 
period 1928, 1929, and the early part of 1930? 

Mr. Parrerson. Collecting material with which to write on the per- 
secution of my people here in the United States, in the main, 

Mr. Sourwine. Didn’t you attend the Lenin School during that 
period ? 
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Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you ever attend the Lenin School? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, how long after you had your passport issued, 
in Warsaw, Poland, in 1930, did you remain abroad / 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t recall, You probably have it there in the 
record. 

Mr. Sourwine. No, I do not have that. You were, however, back 
in the United States by 1934, were you not ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I was in the United States in 1934. 

Mr. Sovurwine. Do you recall where you went immediately after 
you got your passport in Warsaw, in 19307? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, you secured another passport issued July 17, 
1934, at the District of Columbia, is that correct ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think it is, if the record shows that. 

Mr. Sourwine. The record indicates, Mr. Chairman, this was pass- 
port 135656, that it was valid for travel to France, England, Russia, 
and the purpose stated on the application was health—is that correct, 
Mr. Patterson ? 

Mr. Parrerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you travel abroad on that passport ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you go to Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in Soviet Russia, on that passport, 
did you get any money ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you receive any directives, either directly or 
indirectly, from the Communist Party / 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Mr. Patterson, returning to 1927, when you went 
abroad under the passport issued Nov ember 14 of that year, you were 
abroad for 214 years or longer. Did you work during that ‘time? 

Mr. Parrerson. Did I work? 

Mr. Sourwrne. Yes, sir, did you have gainful employment abroad 
while you were abroad ‘duri ing all that period ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You subsisted then on money you had taken with 
you when you left the United States? 

Mr. Parrerson. In the main, and what I received from here. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You did receive money from here? 

Mr. Parrerson. Correct. 

Mr. Sourwre. But you didn’t receive any of that money while 
you were in Russia, is that right? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Can you recall approximately how much money 
you took with you when you left? 

Mr. Patrerson. I do not. 

Mr. Sourwirne. Do you know whether it was more or less than 
$10,000? 

Mr. Parrerson. I wouldn’t want to hazard a guess. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Now, returning to the 1934 passport, you stated, I 
believe, that you did travel abroad on that passport and that you did 
go to Russia. That while you were in Russia you did not get any 


money and you did not receive any directives from the Communist 
Party ; is that correct? 


Mr. Parrerson. I think so. 

Mr. Sourwine. You got your next passport in 1936; is that right? 

Mr. Parrerson. I believe so. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, the record indicates that in 1936 
(his witness received a renewal of the Passport No. 135656 which had 
been previously granted to him in 1934. This renewal was granted 
July 22, 1936, in Moscow, Russia. Countries to be visited—nothing 
new was added, nothing was stated about the proposal for remainin 
abroad. ‘This would seem to indicate that the witness was abroa 
from 1934 until some time at least after the 22d of July 1936. 

Is that correct, Mr. Patterson ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think it is. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, what were you doing while you were abroad 
on that occasion ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I went abroad because I was sick, and being a 
Negro, and not having—finding it possible to get the kind of treatment 
here that was necessary to recuperate, to recover, I was—I went abroad 
for my health. 

Mr. Sourwine. You went to Moscow for treatment, in other words? 

Mr. Parrerson. That is correct. 

Senator Jounstron. Where were you living before you went over- 
seas? 

Mr. Parrerson. At the time I was living here in New York. 

Senator Jonnsron. In New York. And couldn’t get the proper 
treatment in New York; is that correct? 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, I will admit, Senator, that it is better than 
your State, but it is not a—a Negro doesn’t get equality of treatment 
in any State in the United States. 

Senator Jounston. I suppose you know that in my State we have 
almost equal beds for the colored, that is according to the population. 
We are only 30 percent something down there in South Carolina now, 
colored people. 

Mr. Parrerson. I imagine, Mr. Senator, that you insult them first 
ly Jim Crowing them, and then probably give them some hospitaliza- 
tion. 

Senator Jounston. Have you ever been to my county, Spartanburg? 
ITave you been in any hospital in South Carolina? 

Mr. Parrerson. I have been in your State, and know it to be a 
Jim Crow 
Senator Jounsron. Have you been in any hospital in South Caro- 
lina? 

Mr. Parrrrson. I have not been in any hospital. 

Senator Jonnston. Well, what can you tell about the hospitaliza- 
tion in South Carolina, if you don’t know? 

Mr. Parrerson. There isn’t anything in your State that isn’t Jim 
Crowed. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Patterson, this prolonged treatment for your 
health which you received in Moscow, where did you receive it? 
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Mr. Patrerson. In Moscow, in the sanitarium. 

Mr. Sourwine. The sanitorium ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes; in a sanitarium. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is there only one in Moscow ? 

Mr. Parrerson. No; I imagine there are quite a number. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, can you identify the one you were in? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not recall the name. 

Mr. Sourwine. How long were you there? 

Mr. Parrerson. I was under treatment for 3 years. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you in the sanitarium all of that time? 

Mr. Patrerson. A good part of that time, off and on. 

Mr. Sourwiner. While you were there, did you consult with Soviet 
officials about problems of your race in the United States? 

Mr. Parrerson. I may have talked with people about Jim Crow 
and segregation and lynching; yes. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in Russia, Mr. Patterson, did you 
have any contact with any persons known to you to be representatives 
of Soviet military intelligence ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you return to the United States by 1938, at the 
time that your passport, as extended in Moscow, expired ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I returned to the United States before 1938. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. When did you return, do you know? 

Mr. Patrerson. I think it was 1937. 

Mr. Sourwine. And did you leave the United States again, between 
1937 and 1948? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You received your next passport issued in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia November 8, 1948; is that correct ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t recall the exact date. 

Mr. Sourwine. The record indicates, Mr. Chairman, that a pass- 
port was issued to this witness on November 8, 1948, being passport 
284512, valid for travel to England, France, the stated purpose in the 
application being business and study. 

Is that correct, Mr. Patterson ? 

Mr. Patrerson. Correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you use that passport to travel abroad? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Where did you go? 

Mr. Parrerson. In 1948? 

Mr. Sourwrine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, I don’t know whether that is the—I went 
abroad—lI didn’t go abroad until 1950. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did not go abroad in 1948? 

Mr. Patrerson. Not tomy recollection. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you go abroad in 1949 ? 

Mr. Patrerson. Not to my recollection. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, then, you did not use the passport that was 
issued to you in November 1948, did you? 

Mr. Patrerson. If there was one issued to me, I don’t recall that I 
received one. Ifthe record shows that I did, I do not think that I went 
abroad until 1950. 
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Mr. Sourwrine. The record indicates, as I have stated, that you did 
receive a passport. I will state further the record indicates that it. 
was valid for 2 weeks.t It was issued November 8, 1948. Can you 
remember whether you used that passport ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not use that passport. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You did not. Do you know whether anyone else 
used it ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t recall, but I don’t see how anybody could 
use my passport. 

Mr. Sourwtne. You didn’t give it to anybody or let anyone have it ? 

Mr. Parrerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Your next passport was issued in October 1950, the 
date being October 30. It was issued in London, England. This was 
i renewal of the passport granted in 1.948, Passport No. 284512. Does 
this refresh your recollection ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. I did not use that 1948 passport until 1950. 

Mr. Sourwine. You did use it in 1950? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think so; yes. 

Mr. Sourwtner. You went abroad on that expired passport ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t know that the passport was expired. I 
don’t see how they would have let me go abroad on an expired 
passport. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, I don’t either, but maybe we can find out 
about it. I am interested now in finding out whether you did go. It 
appears youdid go. The passport was good, issued for 2 weeks. That 
was November 1948. You were in London in October of 1950 and had 
that passport renewed at that time. Now, if you did not leave the 
United States in 1948, it was clear that you must have traveled on an 
expired passport. Isn't that right? 

Mr. Parrerson. If the record is as you read it, it would seem so. 
That I don’t know. 

Mr. Sourwine. Allright. Do you recall when you didleave? You 
said it was 1950. Wasit early 1950 or late? 

Mr. Patrrerson. I don’t recall. It was during a session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the United Nations, where I presented a petition 
entitled “Genocide, the Crime of Government Against the Negro Peo- 
ple,” in which [ tried to raise very sharply the question of the persecu- 
tion of Negroes in the United States, before the General Assembly. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, Mr. Patterson, do you recall whether, after 
renewing that passport in London you returned immediately to the 
United States, or whether you went elsewhere abroad ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I think that I went elsewhere abroad. 

Mr. Sourwine. Where did you go? 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t recall. 

Mr. SourwIne. — you go to Russia? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Had you 

Mr. Parrerson. That I do recall. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Had you been in Russia before you went to London 
to renew that passport in 1950? 

Mr. Parrerson. I had not. 





1The passport office later informed the subcommittee that Mr. Patterson’s 1948 passport 
was issued for 2 years and that its memorandum was in error in that respect. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Then you were not in Russia between 1948 and the 
end of 1950, is that right? 

Mr. Patrerson. I was not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Your next passport was issued December 2, 1958, 
that is this year, on the basis of an application filed July 22, is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Parrerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Were you outside the United States between the 
end of 1950 and the present time ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Outside of the United States? I was in the West 
Indies, and in Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you anywhere else outside the United States 
in the last 8 years / 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is it your present purpose to use the passport which 
you now hold? 

Mr. Partrerson. It is. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have any arrangements been made for the financing 
of your trip abroad, or your expenses while abroad, by any foreign 
government or foreign organization ? 

Mr. Parrerson. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you anticipate that the Communist Party of any 
country will contribute to your expenses of travel or living abroad 
while you are on this trip ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you presently a member of the Communist 
Party, U.S.A., Mr. Patterson ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I am. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you hold any official position in the party ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you held official positions within the party ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t recall. I probably have. 

Mr. SourwiNne. You do not recall any official position in the party 
which you ever held? 

Mr. Partrerson. Except those that were set forth in this record to 
which I did not offer my objection. 

Mr. Sourwine. Very good. Have you ever received any kind of 
political or military training at any time in the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Political or military ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Partrerson. I have received no military training, no. 

Mr. Sourwine. That would imply that you have received political 
training in the Soviet Union, is that correct ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I don’t know what you mean by political training 
exactly. I studied. . 

Mr. Sourwine. Where and what? 

Mr. Parrerson. Studied in the libraries. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you ever attend any form of a school in Russia ? 

Mr. Patrerson. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you ever render any service for Soviet military 
intelligence ? } 

Mr. Parrerson. Not only I didn’t, but I regard that. sucha question, 
as an insult. I regard by loyalty to the United States to be unim- 
peachable. 








r 
d 





COMMUNIST USE AND ABUSE OF U.S. PASSPORTS SY 


Mr. Sourwine. Have you ever taken an oath of allegiance to the 
Soviet Union or sworn to defend it ? 

Mr. Parrerson. No. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I have no more questions of this witness, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Senator Jounston. That is all. 

Mr. Parrerson. May I now read this statement ? 

Senator Jounston. No; that statement is out of order at this time. 

Both witnesses are excused. 

Senator JoHnstTon. Your next witness ¢ 

Mr. Sourwtne. Mr. Jackson. 

Senator Jonnston. Hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you swear the evidence you will give before this subcommittee 
of the Judiciary Committee to be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Ido. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES E. JACKSON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
DAVID REIN 


Mr. SourwineE. Would you give the reporter your full name, please, 
your present business and residence addresses ? 

Mr. Jackson. My name is James E. Jackson, and the information 
on the subpen: Lis correct as to where I live. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Well, would you state this for the record, please? 

Mr. Jackson. All right. 1013 Lincoln Place, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Mr. Sourwrne. That is your home address ? 

Mr. Jackson. My home address. 

Mr. Sourwine. And what is your business address ? 

Mr. Jackson. The—I will confer from time to time with my lawyer. 

Mr. Sourwine. Of course. Would you identify your counsel at 
this time. 

Mr. Rein. David Rein, 711 14th Street NW., Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Now you may confer with counsel. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jackson. My business address is well known, but for purposes 
of this 1 inquiry, I interpose my rights under the fifth amendment to 
avoid invasion of my rights under the first amendment and will not 
answer that question. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. C hairm: an, the witness having stated that his 
business address is well known, and the committee being uninformed 
on this point, I ask that the witness be ordered in the record to answer 
the question, notwithstanding his objection. 

Senator Jomnsron. I demand that you answer that question. I 
can’t see where there is anything there that jeopardizes you. 

Mr. Jackson. I decline to answer this question on the grounds of 
the previous, previously stated, provisions of the 5th amendment, 
and the Ist amendment, and let me add the 14th amendment, from 
the standpoint of the composition of this committee. Let me inquire, 
also, as to whether the legal requirement is satisfied, from the stand- 
point of a quorum present of this subcommittee. Is that, Mr. Chair- 
man, a requirement for business ? 

Senator Jonnston. As far as this subcommittee, any one member 
can hold these hearings. 
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Mr. Jackson. I am informed. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Jackson, you are not engaged in an illegal 
business, are you 

Mr. Jackson. That question, Mr. Sourwine, is of a cast with one 
that Mr. Eastland might compose, and you don’t think I am an anti- 
Negro race baiter, do you? 

Mr. Sourwine. I want to point out to the witness that he has de- 
clined, under his claim of privilege under the fifth amendment, to 
answer the question as to his business address. Now, the witness 
should be advised—and I am sure his counsel will advise him—that 
his fifth amendment privilege goes to those questions with respect to 
which he honestly believes that a truthful answer would tend to form 
at least a link in a chain to connect him with a prosecution. This 
naturally raises the question as to whether the witness is engaged in 
an illegal business. I must state the committee has no knowledge of 
any illegal business the witness is engaged in. I am asking you if 
that is the basis for the refusal—that the witness is engaged in an 
illegal business. 

Mr. Jackson. Iamnot. Itis obvious. 

Mr. Sourwine. If the witness is not engaged in an illegal business, 
I ask that the chairman give the witness one more chance to answer 
the question what is his business address, that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer that question, notwithstanding his repeated 
claim of privilege. 

Senator Jounsron. I order you to answer that question, giving us 
what your legal business residence is. I cannot see to save my life 
just how that would in any way 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer that question on 
the grounds previously stated—my privileges under the fifth amend- 
ment. And no such inference should be implied from-——— 

Mr. Sourwine. The witness is persisting in his refusal, even though 
ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Jonnsron. You still refuse? 

Mr. Jackson. I regard the fifth amendment as a legitimate part of 
the shield of the rights of citizens as I invoked it. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are still refusing to answer the question ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Senator Jonnsron. After you have stated that you are not carrying 
on any illegal business ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right, the record stands. 





TESTIMONY OF BENJAMIN MANDEL—Resumed 


Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Mandel, have you prepared a summary with 
respect to this witness ? 

Mr. Manort. I have. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will ask that a copy be given to the witness. 
Please follow it as Mr. Mandel reads the statement. You will then 
have an opportunity to make any corrections you want to. 

Mr. MAnpe (reading): “Mr. James E. Jackson, Jr., was born 
November 29, 1914, at Richmond, Va. He is a graduate of Virginia 
Union and Howard Universities. His father, James E. Jackson, Sr., 
who was also a Howard University graduate, died in July 1957. 
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“Our records are very scanty with regard to any professional activi- 
ties by James E. Jackson, Jr., subsequent to his college graduation. 
He saw 3 years oversea service in the Armed Forces in India and 
Burma. At the age of 23, he was one of the principal leaders of the 
Southern Negro Youth Congress, a Communist-front organization, 
engaged in leading a strike of tobacco workers of the Larcus Bros. and 
Export Leaf plants in Richmond. He traveled widely in his chosen 
calling among the longshoremen of Louisiana and Texas, the textile 
workers of the Carolinas, shipbuilders of Mobile, steelworkers and 
miners in Birmingham and Bessemer and the auto workers of Detroit. 
The Daily Worker of December 2, 1954, speaks of him as a leader of 
the Communist workers at the huge auto plants. 

“Jackson was active in a number of Communist-sponsored move- 
ments operating in the South. He was vice president and principal 
organizer of the Southern Negro Youth Congress. He organized the 
first antipoll-tax week in Birmingham, Ala., in 1940. He participated 
actively in the organization of the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare and the Southern Regional Council. 

“The Communist Party, U.S.A., has accorded official recognition 
of the services of James E. Jackson, Jr. In 1946, he was awarded 
the post of chairman of the Communist Party of Louisiana. In: 1952, 
he was educational director of the Communist Party of Detroit, and 
a member of the Michigan State committee. From 1953 on he is 
listed as southern regional director of the Communist Party. Since 
1951 he has been a member of the party’s national committee, has 
attended its national conventions, and has contributed frequently to 
Communist publications. His rating in the Daily Worker of Decem- 
ber 2, 1954, is as follows: ‘* * * his articles in Political Affairs, his 
speeches at party conventions and conferences bear the marks of a 
major and seasoned theoretical talent * * * applying the tools of 
Marxism-Leninism.’ Jackson is frank in stating that ‘the South is 
that region of the United States where the most powerful revolution- 
ary pressures may develop.’ He has been an ardent supporter of the 
Communist proposal to establish an independent Negro republic in 
the South, which would inevitably involve civil war and bloodshed. 

“James E. Jackson, Jr., was indicted under the Smith Act on June 
20,1951. He was slated for trial on April 9, 1956, but was a fugitive 
from justice at the time. His case was formally dismissed on August 
4, 1958, by the court of appeals.” 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES E. JACKSON, JR.—Resumed 


Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Jackson, do you have any quarrel with that 
canepant ¢ Are there any corrections you would like to offer for the 
record 

Mr. Jackson. Well, I find nothing in the statement that is relevant 
to a legitimate inquiry pertinent to any legislative enactments. 

Mr. Sourwrne. [ will state, Mr. Jackson, that the purpose of this 
background material being placed in the record is to identify you 
adequately as an individual who has just received a U.S. passport 
under the present state of the law and the controlling court decisions. 
The committee believes this is relevant to the question of the internal 
security aspect of the present passport situation. Naturally, it in- 
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volves the identities and activities of the persons who are currently 
receiving passports. 

I will ask you, again, if there is anything in this statement that you 
wish to claim is incorrect and offer to the committee a correction. 

Mr. Jackson. I will not be responsive to this mishmash that passes 
as a biographical record, and I invoke my privilege under the fifth 
amendment not to answer. 

Senator Jounston. Do you think if you answered it it might form 
some link in some chain, that might incriminate you ? 

Mr. Jackson. In the cast of the personal objectives of this com- 
mittee, yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Perhaps we can avoid, Mr. Chairman, a fifth amen«- 
ment issue here. The question asked of the witness was only whether 
he wished to take issue with anything in the statement. If he does 
not wish to do so, the committee certainly doesn’t want to force him 
to doso. 

Do you wish to place your declination simply upon the fact that 
you do not wish to be responsive to the statement, or do you wish to 
leave it on the fifth amendment basis? 

Senator Jounsron. You understand fully that Mr. Mandel has 
made an investigation and he testifies that that is true. Now, do you 
deny it? 

Mr. Jackson. Let it rest on his own conscience. It isn’t for me—— 

Senator Jounston. You can deny it or not deny it. That is the 
position you are in. The same way with all this testimony. You 
can deny it or accept it or just leave it off, as you see fit. It doesn’t 
make any difference. It goes as true, then. It is undisputed if you 
don’t deny it. But you are given your right to deny it, if you wish 
it. 

Mr. Jackson. I find nothing in this record to be worthy of comment 
before this committee. 

Mr. Sourwine. Very good, sir. 

Senator Jonnsron. All right. You can answer it any way you see 
fit. Weare just giving you that privilege. 

Mr. Jackson. I would like, Mr. Sourwine, and Mr. Chairman, to 
ask a few questions relative to what commands my appearance before 
this body, for what purpose. Is it to be slandered and vilified, just as 
the chairman did in 1945, June 29, in reference to Negro soldiers, wher 
he was filibustering the Senator Chavez fair employment practice 
act? 

Mr. Sourwrne. The answer is, of course, that the committee has 
no purpose to vilify or slander any witness. 

Senator Jounston. The only reason that we are here today is be- 
cause of the situation that we find ourselves in with regard to passports. 
We want to protect the security of this United States. And we are 
trying to find out, the best we can, from people that have secured a 
passport, whether or not we need to tighten up on the situation. | 
think you have listened, and if you are a good citizen of the United 
States I think you will realize we ought to do something about this. 
And that is the reason you are here today, to try to assist us, if possible, 
in knowing how to go about it. 

Mr. Jackson. Am I correct in my understanding that Senator 
James QO. Eastland is the chairman of this committee ? 
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Senator Jounston. He is chairman of the subcommittee and chair- 
man of the full committee. This is a subcommittee meeting now. 
That is the reason why I can officiate. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, it seems to me that the author of this hearing, 
the chairman of the subcommittee, and his qualifications for passing 
muster as to patriotic intent or loyalty to the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights, on this Bill of Rights day, is pertinent. And, if I may, | 
would like to submit for the record, sir, a statement which has a rele- 
vance to the subject at question. 

Mr. Sourwine. If you will send a copy of that statement forward, 
the committee will consider receiving it, and you will be informed. 
The ruling of the committee will be made while we are here this after- 
noon. The committee has a normal rule requiring the submission of 
statements 24 hours in advance, but the committee will consider 
whether the rule should be waived in this case, if you send the state- 
ment up. 

Mr. Jackson. And I would like to call particular attention to page 
2, where there are quotations from a recent ruling of the Supreme 
Court 

Mr. Sourwine. If you will send the statement forward, it will be 
considered. 

Mr. Jackson. This ruling, by the way 

Mr. Sourwrne. Well, let’s hold the question of testimony about the 
statement until it has been looked at. 

I will ask you, Mr. Jacksc, have you ever traveled outside the 
United States at a time when you did not have in your possession a 

valid passport ? 

Mr. Jackson. I must confess, sir, that I have. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Will you tell us when and where? 

Mr. Jackson. Well, I went—I was first for a couple of days in 
Egypt, and then for a much longer period in India, subsequently in 
Burma, and close to the China border. 

Mr. SourwineE. This was while you were in the military service of 
the United States? 

Mr. Jackson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, on any other occasions did you travel out 
side the United States without having in your possession a valid 
passport ? 

Mr. Jackson. No, I did not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You received your first’ passport in November of 

958? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. That passport was applied for September 16, 1958, 
in New York City ? 

Mr. Jackson. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. And was granted in Washington, D.C., on Novem 
ber 28. That passport was good for France, and the purpose given 
in the application was tourism, is that correct ? 

Mr. Jackson. My understanding is that the indication on the pass- 
port of possible destination i is a part for the whole—that the passport 
is good for travel in any country where the passport doesn’t so 
proscribe. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Well, this is technically true. No other point is 
being made. We are simply identifying the passport, as to what it 
shows on its face. You did not state in connection with your ap- 
plication for this passport any intention to visit any place other than 
France? 

Mr. Jackson. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. That doesn’t prohibit you from going other places? 

Mr. Jackson. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you plan to visit countries other than France? 

Mr, Jackson. Excuse me? Would you repeat your question ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes; you were conferring with counsel, J am sorry. 
Do you plan to visit countries other than France? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t see the relevance of this invasion of a right 
to travel, both within the frontiers of the United States or outside the 
frontiers of the United States. I don’t think it is pertinent to any 
legitimate legislative inquiry. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you plan to go to the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Jackson. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Senator Jounston. Well the reason we want to know that is to 
know when we pass the law whether to tie them down to put the 
countries on the passport. That is the reason we are asking you that 
question. If we are going to travel anywhere, and just get a passport 
for one country, it might be advisable to pass a law to tie the appli- 
cants down to the countries they are going to visit. 

Mr. Jackson. The Supreme Court, in conformation with the Con- 
stitution of the United States, asserts that it is a right of citizens and 
a freedom that the legislative chambers have no right to trespass— 
that is the right and freedom of citizens to travel within the frontiers 
of the United States and outside of the frontiers of the United States. 
And the Supreme Court, in its recent ruling in reference to the Rock- 
well Kent case, enjoined the legislature to respect this right of citi- 
zens. I will not be a party to any conspiracy to attack or warp or 
reduce the freedoms of peoples in my country. 

Senator Jounston. We are glad to have your opinion on the matter. 
That gives us now something to base it on, how to act in the future. 
That is the reason we are having you here. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the com- 
mittee take a 5-minute recess for the purpose of reading this proposed 
statement so a ruling can be made upon it. 

Senator Jonnston. 5 minutes recess. 

(Brief recess. ) , 

Senator Jounston. We will proceed. 

Mr. Sourwiye. Mr. Chairman, is the Chair ready to rule on the 
admissibility of the statement offered by this witness ? 

Senator Jonnston. I rule the statement out of order at this time. 
We will not make it a part of this record. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Jackson, you stated that you had never traveled 
outside the United States at a time when you did not have in your 
possession a valid passport, except during the period of your military 
service, is that right ? 

(Mr. Jackson nods head.) 
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Mr. Sourwine. While you were in Burma and India, as a member 
of the Armed Forces of the United States, did you have any contact 
with persons in those countries known to you to be Communists? 

Mr. Jackson. Do you know anything about the war, Mr. Sour- 
wine? It was a great coalition. The Red Army, the American 
Army, the French under ground, the British Army. It was all on one 
side against Hitler’s armies, and the master race of the Nazis. 

Senator Jounsron. We know what we are up against at the present 
time, about the Iron Curtain at the present time, and all that, too. So 
let’s proceed here in regard to the matters under consideration. 

Mr. Jackson. Don’t forget the cotton curtain. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were there any units of the Soviet Armed Forces 
in Burma or India ? 

Mr. Jackson. I was a humble enlisted man. I didn’t know the 
deployment of the allied forces. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you have contacts with any units of the Soviet 
military forces in Burma or India? 

Mr. Jackson. My military record stands on its own feet. 

Mr. Sourwine. Sure it does. I am not asking you about the details 
of that record—only about the one question, whether, while you were 
in India or Burma you had contacts with persons there known to you 
to be Communists. 

Mr. Jackson. I refuse to answer such an irrelevant and offensive 
question to a veteran who served his country 5,000 miles from home in 
a Jim Crow battalion, and it is an irrelevant and unwarranted ques- 
tion, it has no relevancy for any pertinent legislative objective. 

Mr. Sourwrne. This objection, in opinion of counsel, is not tenable. 
I ask that the witness be ordered to answer the question, notwithstand- 
ing this objection. 

Mr. Jackson. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment and 
under the first amendment. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Do you honestly believe, Mr. Jackson, that if you 
answer truthfully the question as to whether while in Burma and 
India you had contacts with persons there known to you to be Com- 
munists you would be giving at least a link in a chain to connect you 
with a prosecution ? 

Mr. Jackson. It is a matter of public record that 10,000 Commu- 
nists served in the American Armed Forces. Some receiving the 
highest military decorations, many giving their lives. 

Mr. Sovrwrnr. I will separate the question and ask two questions. 
While you were in India and Burma, did you have contacts with per- 
sons in the Armed Forces of the United States who were known to 
you to be Communists ? 

Mr. Jackson. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Sourwtne. I will now ask the question: While you were in 
India and Burma, did you have contacts with persons not in the 
Armed Forces of the United States who were known to you be Com- 
munists ? 

Mr. Jackson. All of my service in Burma, India, was in conforma- 
tion with military orders and regulations. Those persons who didn’t 
come into the scope of military regulations, to have relations with, I 
didn’t have relations with. 
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Mr. Sourwine. I will ask you, again, while you were in India or 
Burma did you have contacts with persons not in the Armed Forces 
of the United States who were then known to you to be members of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jackson. I refuse to answer that question, under my privileges 
encouched in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you made arrangements for the financing of 
your trip to Europe under your present passport ! ? 

Mr. Jacwson. I consider that an invasion of my privacy. I stand 
on the fifth amendment and refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I will narrow the question. Have you made ar- 
rangements which involve the payment of any of your travel or living 
expenses abroad by the Soviet Union or any other Iron Curtain coun- 
try, or by the Communist Party of any country ? 

‘Mr. Jackson. I repeat the same objections to the previous question. 
I think this whole line of questions has no 

Mr. Sourwitne. You mean you are refusing to answer this question 
on the grounds, among others, that you claim your privilege against 
sel f-incrimination ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. I claim my privileges under the fifth amendment. 
The fifth amendment is an honorable part of the Constitution of the 
United States, like the 14th amendment, which is observed more in 
the breach than in the practice. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I have no more questions of this witness, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Senator Jonnston. Thatisall. You may be excused. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Abt. 

Senator Jounston. Raise your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you swear the evidence you give before this subcommittee of the 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate to be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Apr. Ido. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN ABT, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
JOSEPH FORER 


Me SourwineE. Would you please give the reporter your full name, 

r,and your residence and business addresses ? 

rae Apr. John J. Abt, A-b-t. I reside at 444 Central Park West, 
New York C ity, and my office is at 320 Broadway, New York City. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Abt, have you ever traveled outside the United 
States without having in your possession a valid passport ? 

Mr. Apr. Certainly not. 

Mr. Forer. Excuse me. Don’t you want counsel to identify him- 
self ? 

Mr. Sourwine. I would be happy to have counsel identified for the 
record. 

Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 14th Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Asr. Counsel reminds me I have been in Canada. But, with 
that exception, my answer stands. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Well, a passport is not required for a U.S. citizen to 
visit Canada. Isn’t that right? 

Mr. Avr. Iam aware of that. 
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Mr. Sourwineg. I appreciate having the record cleared up in that 
respect. You have held a number of U.S. passports, have you not? 

Mr. Apr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will attempt to telescope this a little, Mr. Chair- 
man. I will give—I will read to the witness what the record fur- 
nished to us by the Passport Division shows. I will pause after the 
mention of each individual passport. 

Mr. Apr. Okay. 

Mr. esau I would then like to have the witness indicate 
whether, to the best of his knowledge and recollection, that is accurate. 

I will then, in sum, ask the questions with regard to these visits 
abroad, which have been asked previous witnesses. 

The first passport: for Mr. Abt of which the committee has a record 
was issued August 5, 1926, in the District of Columbia, for visit to 

Kngland, France, Germany, Italy, Austria, Belgium, Holland, and 
Sw itzerland, for purpose of travel and study. This was passport 
No. 274617. On July 23, 1928, passport 618677, to France, Belgium, 
and Holland—purpose, travel 

Mr. Asr. That accords with my recollection, Mr. Sourwine. 

Mr. Sourwine. November 20, 1944, issued in the District of Colum- 
bia, passport No. 811933, for England, to attend the International 
Labor Conference. 

Mr. Apr. I believe that is correct, too. 

Mr. Sourwine. December 12, 1944, this passport previously issued 
November 20, 1944, validated in London, England, for return to the 
United States. 

February 20, 1945, the same passport, No. 811933, amended in Lon- 
don, England, to include France. 

August 28, 1945, the same passport, 811933, validated in the District 
of Columbia for France and the British Isles, purpose to attend the 
World Trade Union Conference in Paris. 

Mr. Asr. That is all correct; yes, sir. I think you can assume it is 
correct, unless I correct you, counsel, and we will save time that way. 

Mr. Sourwine. V ery good. 

October 4, 1945, he same passport, 811933, amended in Paris, 
France, to include Russia and the necessary countries en route. Pur- 
pose of the proposed trip: Invited to Moscow by the Russian Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Apr. I think that is not quite correct. It wasn’t the Russian 
Government that invited us at that time. It was the Russian Trade 
Union Organization, the All Union Central Council of Trade Unions. 

Mr. Sourwine. Thank you. 

January 18, 1946, and January 24, 1946, the same passport validated 
for E ngland, F rance, and Germany, to attend meetings of the execu- 
tive bureau of the World Feder ation of Trade Unions, Paris, and, as 
adviser, investigate trade union and other conditions in German 
occupied zones. 

November 29, 1946, same passport, validated in the District of 
Columbia for France and England; stated purpose to attend meetings 
of the executive bureau, World Federation of ‘Trade Unions. 

April 30, 1947, same passport, validated in the District of Columbia, 
for travel to Czechoslovakia, to attend a meeting of the World Federa 
tion of Trade Unions at Prague. 
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November 28, 1958, a new passport, No. 1269464, issued in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, on an application filed September 18, 1958, for 
travel to England, France, Russia, and possibly other countries ; stated 
purpose, legal matters. 

r. Apr. That is all correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had no other passports except those listed, so 
far as you recall ? 

Mr. Ast. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. This would indicate that you were not outside the 
United States to a country where a passport is required between some 
date in 1947 and the present time. 

Mr. Asr. Right. 


TESTIMONY OF BENJAMIN MANDEL—Resumed 


Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Mandel, do you have a background statement 
on Mr. Abt? 

Mr. Manpet. I do. 

Mr. Sourwine. I send a copy to the witness. I ask that you follow 
the statement as read, and you will be given an opportunity to correct 
it in any respect that you wish. 

Mr. Mandel, go ahead. 

Mr. Manvet (reading) : “John Abt was born in Chicago on May 1, 
1904. He graduated from the University of Chicago Law School 
receiving the degree of doctor of laws in 1926, and entered into private 
practice in his native city. He is married to Jessica Smith, formerly 
the wife of Harold Ware and former employee of the Soviet Embassy 
in its information department. For some years, she has been editor of 
the magazine, ‘Soviet Russia Today, now known as ‘New World 
Review.’ 

“Witnesses before the House Committee on Un-American Activity 
and the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee have testified that 
John Abt was, during the early 1930's, a member and one time leader 
of the Harold Ware cell of the underground apparatus of the Com- 
munist movement operating within the Government in Washington, 
D. C. On every occasion when Abt was given an opportunity to 
affirm or deny this testimony before congressional committees, he 
refused to answer, invoking his privilege under the fifth amendment to 
the Constitution. 

“During the 1930’s, Abt held important posts in the Government, 
including Chief of Litigation, Agricultural Adjustment Administra- 
tion; Assistant General Counsel, Works Progress Administration; 
Chief Counsel, La Follette Civil Liberties Committee, U.S. Senate; 
Special Assistant to U.S. Attorney General, in the Antitrust Division. 

“After he left the U.S. Government in 1938, Abt became counsel 
for the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. In this capac- 
ity, he participated in the establishment of the Communist-controlled 
World Federation of Trade Unions in 1945 and was chosen as an alter- 
nate on its secretariat. He was also actively associated with political 
organizations supported by the Communist Party. Thus, he was coun- 
sel for the CIO-Citizens Political Action Committee and general 
counsel for the Progressive Party from 1948 to 1954. He was an 
active figure in the American Labor Party. 
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“In 1945 he visited the Soviet Union, together with his wife, and 
returned to the United States to eulogize the Red Army and the Soviet 
industrial system in public meetings and on the pages of the magazine, 
Soviet Russia Today, edited by his wife. He was issued Passport 
No. 274617 in 1926 for travel to European countries. 

“Abt has for some time been the most authoritative legal adviser 
of the Communist Party, U.S.A., succeeding in that capacity the late 
Joseph R. Brodsky. He has handled some of the party’s most impor- 
tant legal cases such as: defense of the CPUSA before the New York 
Supreme Court in connection with a New York Board of Regents 
inquiry in 1953; defense of the CPUSA before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in 1954; defense of Claude Lightfoot, a leading Communist, 
in 1955; defense of seven Boston Smith Act cases in 1956; defense of 
Gilbert Green, a leading Communist, in 1956; defense of the Daily 
Worker and the Communist Party in 1956; defense of the CPUSA 
before the Subversive Activities Control Board in 1956; defense of 
William Albertson, Communist leader, in 1957; defense of Gilbert 
Green and Henry Winston, Communist leaders, in 1958. His law 
office is located at 320 Broadway, in New York City.” 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN ABT—Resumed 


Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Abt, are there any respects in which you wish 
to contend that this statement is inaccurate or incorrect ¢ 

Mr. Ast. I don’t think it is incumbent on me, Mr. Sourwine, to 
comment on whatever material Mr. Mandel has seen fit to dig out 
from the files of this committee, of your committee, on this occasion. 

Mr. Sourwine. It is not incumbent upon you. The question is 
whether you wish at this time to challenge anything in this statement. 

Senator Jounston. You understand 

Mr. Apr. It is really not worthwhile. 

Senator Jounston. We just want to give you a chance—— 

Mr. Anr. Of course, Mr. Mandel—— 

Senator Jounston. We can let it go as being true. That is what 
it amounts to—— 

Mr. Asr. I don’t think Mr. Mandel is a competent witness against 
me. What he has put in here is not matters within his personal 
knowledge. And I don’t care to comment on it. It is not worthwhile. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Abt, on how many occasions in connection with 
the utilization of these passports that you have been asked about have 
you visited Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Apr. Once. 

Mr. Sourwine. Only once. That was in 1945? 

Mr. Asr. Right. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were there, did you have any contact 
with Soviet military intelligence? 

Mr. Apr. Certainly not. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in Soviet Russia in 1945 did you 
receive any money ? ; 

Mr. Asr. Did I receive any money ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mr. Ast. I think I did. 

Mr. Sourwinz. Where did that come from? 
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Mr. Arr. My recollection is that, Mr. Sourwine, I went there, I 
may say, as a member of the CIO trade union delegation, whose 
chairman was James Carey, then the secretary-treasurer of the CTO. 
My recollection is that when we got to Moscow, the Soviet trade union 
organization gave each of us some rubles to take care of our personal 
expenses, and the CIO reciprocated when a Soviet trade union dele- 
gation visited the United States. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Now, other than that instance, did you receive any 
money from Soviet sources? 

Mr. Apr. No. 

Mr. Sovrwine. Other than that instance, did you have your expenses 
of travel or living abroad paid by any foreign government ? 

Mr. Apr. I am trying to remember whether on any of these other 
trade union occasions our expenses were paid by a foreign government. 
My best recollection is no. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Are you the same John Abt who appeared before 
the Senate Internal Security Committee on May 26, 1953? 

Mr. Apr. I assume I must be. I have appeared here once before. 
I have forgotten the date. 

Mr. Sovrwrne. Are you familiar with the position in the Communist 
Party held by Joseph Brodsky ? 

Mr. Ant. Joseph Brodsky ? 

Mr. Sourwtne. Yes. 

Mr. Arr. Joseph Brodsky has been dead for a number of years. 

Mr. Sourwinr. Yes. Isay are you familiar with the position which 
he held in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Arr. IT don’t know that he held any official position in the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Sovrwtne. You do not. Would you say your present position 
as legal adviser to the Communist Party is equivalent to the position 
held by Brodsky? 

Mr. Apr. I don’t regard my present position as that of being legal 
adviser to the Communist Party. I have represented the Communist 
Party in several cases. 

Mr. Sourwrne. But you are saying you are not legal adviser to 
the party ? 

Mr. Apr. No. 

Mr. Sourwtne. You mean you are saying that you are not? 

Mr. Aer. I am telling you what the facts are, Mr. Sourwine. The 
facts are that I have represented the Communist Party in a number 
of matters. 

Mr. Sovrwine. But you are not the party’s legal adviser? 

Mr. Apr. I don’t know what you mean by legal adviser. Perhaps 
when I represented them in those matters, certainly I was their legal 
adviser on those matters. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Perhaps you were. 

Do you have any knowledge, Mr. Abt, of the use by the Communist 
Party of United States passports for party purposes? 

Mr. Apr. I have heard a lot of tall tales, in some of the cases I have 
been in, by professional informer witnesses, but I don’t put much 
stock in them. Asa matter of fact, most of them on cross-examina- 
tion were shown to be quite false. 
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Mr. Sourwine. I didn’t mean to ask you about any tall tales you had 
heard, but only as to whether you had any personal knowledge of the 
use of United States passports by the Communist Party, or by Com- 


munists, for Communist purposes. 
Mr. Apr. No. 


Mr. Sourwine. I have no other questions of this witness, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Senator JoHnston. You may be excused. 

The committee is recessed until the call of the Chair, which will 
probably be, again Wednesday. 

(Whereupon, at 3:55 p. m., the committee recessed, subject to the 
call of the Chair.) 

(The following letter and enclosure was later received and ordered 
printed in connection with an appropriate hearing.) 


LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION, 
Washington, D.C., December 16, 1958. 
Mr. J .G. SOURWINE, 
Counsel, Senate Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. SouRWINE: Referring to the hearings now being conducted by the 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee, in 
connection with the issuance of passports, I hand you herewith two copies of 
Resolution No. 358 adopted at the 1958 National Convention of the American 
Legion in connection with this subject. 

If there be no objection, I would appreciate it if you could have the resolution 
incorporated in the record of the hearings. 

Yours very truly, 
Mites D. Kennepy, Director. 


1958 NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, HELD AT CHICAGO, ILL., 
SEPTEMBER 1-4, 1958 


RESOLUTION NO. 358 

Committee : Americanism. 

Subject: Permit the executive branch of the Government to control and regulate 
the issuance of passports. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the 40th Annual National Convention of the 
American Legion in convention assembled in Chicago, Ill., September 1-4, 1958, 
That we approve of corrective legislation by our National Congress which will 
permit the executive branch of the Government to control and regulate the 
issuance of passports. 
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